
   
 

   
 

Year 9 Weekly Update 
 

Caludon Castle School        Monday 30 March 2020 

 

Headteacher Update  
Last week was a very strange week. Caludon Castle became two schools, one for 
key workers’ children and the other a virtual school for all our students. We have 
a team of teachers, support and admin staff that have volunteered to be on the 
frontline of care for the children in Caludon. We should be so proud of their 
willingness to go the extra mile to enable this provision to continue. Like every 

workplace, we are experiencing challenges with changes to availability of staff. 
We know that all of you will be adjusting to Caludon operating as a virtual school. Firefly, alongside other 
companies, have faced challenges with the unprecedented use of their services. We are constantly in contact with 
them and are reassured that the service will improve. 
Staff, as you are, are beginning to adjust to new ways of working with you and the students. Please be patient with 
us as our ways of communicating with you become established. 
Click here for a link to information on our website that you might find helpful during this period of social 
distancing. We would like to take this opportunity to let you know our thoughts are with those who have been 
personally affected. 
Take care.  
Mrs M Marr and Ms A Dudgeon 

 

Well-being 
There will be all sorts of responses to the strange circumstances we all 
find ourselves in. Humans generally do not like the unknown or things 
they cannot control.  It is important to try to understand both your own 
and others’ feelings and behaviours in the situation. Tolerance, 
understanding and forgiveness help in these difficult times. 

Click here for a short questionnaire that will create a plan for you to support your mental health and well being 
and/or click here for some ideas on home schooling. 
We will also attach some useful links to the school website and firefly that you may find useful.  
Caludon Staff are reaching out to you all to say we hope you are well and happy. Be resilient, learn what you can, 
and be kind to yourself and others. Play games on and off the computer, read, be mindful, talk, learn new things, 
help each other, be patient, have fun, stay safe and be well. 
For help with managing your school work without getting stressed about it click here. 

 

Learning 
English 
English tasks have been uploaded to Firefly for all year 9 students, 
with PowerPoint's and instructions. All tasks have been set by Ms Ivin, 
regardless of who your class teacher is. However, please contact your 
class teacher with any questions. 
Maths 
Complete one task on Probability tasks: 349, 350, 351, 352. If your 
class teacher sets you any work, their work should take priority. 
Puzzle: Write out the numbers from 1 to 20 in words. If you now put 
them in ALPHABETICAL order, which number stays where it is? 
Science 
Lessons and teaching topics will be uploaded on Firefly as relevant Powerpoints as required for each class.  Your 
science teacher may also set you GCSEPod videos to watch, so please make sure that you can login to GCSEPod.  
Please keep in touch with your class teacher via email should you have any specific questions or concerns.  

Environmental studies 1971 

1971 

https://www.caludoncastle.co.uk/news-and-events/coronavirus/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/your-mind-plan-quiz/?WT.tsrc=Search&WT.mc_id=MentalHealthGeneric&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI8O7npqi46AIVArTtCh3hFQmtEAAYASAAEgLQ3vD_BwE
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/mar/23/let-your-kids-get-bored-emergency-advice-from-teachers-on-schooling-at-home
https://caludoncastle.fireflycloud.net/frequently-asked-questions/5-ts-to-stress-free-work-at-home


   
 

 
 

Languages 
There will be links to French and Spanish music, films and TV shows which you can listen to and watch, which will 
help you to engage culturally; these can all be found on Firefly. 
Geography 
Please refer to the work set on firefly by your class teacher, a reminder that a copy/photo of the completed work 
must be sent to their class teacher.  
History 
Please continue with your research and creative tasks set on Firefly.  Suggested website links and films are also 
given.  Once completed please email or send a photo to your history class teacher 
Art 
Your drawing challenge is on your Firefly pages - set by your classroom teacher. Use what drawing materials and 
papers you have to create as many creative drawings as possible. When completed, email a picture of your work 
to stsinclairr@caludoncastle.co.uk or your classroom teacher. We will have a look and send you some feedback.  
Drama  
Monologue character pack task 1 - based on any character you choose from ‘Let him Ave it’ or ‘Jack the Ripper’ 
click here for more details.  
Music 
Keep a music diary (Word or PPT) and complete the task on Firefly each week. Only submit work for marking 
after three weeks; this will be written information on 6 pieces of music. Try to listen to music that you would not 
normally listen to! This should take 10-15 minutes. There is an optional task for those who enjoy a challenge.  
Sport and Leisure 
Continue work towards Performance Analysis project and daily practical exercise challenges, logging results. 
Further practical can be accessed on YOUTUBE channel ‘The Body Coach TV’ live at 9am each morning. 
Technology 
Food: Food Provenance Project.  Details of this can be found on Firefly.  This was set on 18th March.  This is due to 
be completed by Friday 10th April. 
Design: Orthographic projection project.  Details of this can be found on Firefly.  This was set on 18th March.  This 
is due to be completed by Friday 10th April.  
Textiles: Fibres to fabric booklet.  Details of this can be found on firefly.  This work was set on 18th March. This is 
due to be completed by Friday 3rd April.  Completed work should be emailed to Miss Walch.  

 

Year Team Update 
Hi there Year 9 
We trust you are all well and that the newsletter is of benefit to you and also to your families as we work through 
this crisis together. There have already been many challenges, and there will doubtless be challenges in the weeks 
and months ahead. However, we don’t face them alone; we face them as a community. 
Your teachers and tutors are working hard to keep you up to speed with your studies and we are also hoping to 
support you by keeping in touch and assuring you that you are part of a wider family. 
With or without a garden, we hope you’ve been able to open your windows and enjoy some of the lovely weather. 
If you have somewhere safe to exercise each day, without being too close to others, then you might like to join Joe 
Wicks and take part in his daily work outs, along with millions of people all at the same time, click here.  
Also, if you’re getting bored, there are loads of online resources to keep your brain going, many of which have 
been made free at the moment and many which would be useful for a younger brother or sister. Clicking here will 

take you to a list of resources for loads of subjects and activities, including 
ones for emotional well-being.  
If you have any suggestions about how to cope and conquer, then please 
feel free to let us know and we will include a couple of the top ideas each 
week in the year 9 newsletter. In the meantime, click here for a rather 
unique way to enjoy your tea this evening.  

 

mailto:stsinclairr@caludoncastle.co.uk
https://caludoncastle.fireflycloud.net/drama/ks3/year-9/work-for-school-closure
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAxW1XT0iEJo0TYlRfn6rYQ
https://indoorexplorers.com/
https://twitter.com/anitamassey86/status/1242816478849662985?s=08

