
   
 

   
 

Year 7 Weekly Update 
 

Caludon Castle School        Monday 18 May 2020 

 

Headteacher Update 
Dear parent/carer, 
One of our school values focuses on having ‘A Positive Attitude’. At this particular time, it is something that we, as 
a school community have looked to, as we are sure that you have too. There are so many definitions, but recently, 
we have found these to be most useful: 

1. Positive attitude is a state of mind that envisions and expects favourable results. 
2. The willingness to try doing new things. 
3. The belief that everything will turn out all right. 
4. It is an attitude that helps you see the good in people. 

This week we have asked ourselves - What challenge have you faced this week and successfully addressed? What 
are you most proud? Perhaps this would be something for you to ask your children, and maybe even yourself, as 
the challenges are bound to have been many! 
We know that you will be wondering when school will reopen to Y10 and Y12, as proposed by the Prime Minister 
this week. At this time, all we can say is that 
work continues to take place behind the scenes in relation to planning for a phased return to school for these year 
groups only. This will be a slow and steady process when the time is right. As you would expect, we are guided by 
Government, local authority and professional association advice. Staff and student well-being remains paramount, 
so when further information is available, this will be shared with you. 
In the meantime, we ask that you continue to support your child(ren) to engage with the virtual learning outlined 
in this newsletter. 
Take care, 
Mrs Marr and Ms Dudgeon 

 

Learning Activities / Focus 
Here is a reminder of the days when subjects will be setting their work on Firefly. This is only a daily guide but it 
may help your child manage their workload. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  

English 
Geography 

IT/Citizenship 
Technology 

Maths 
Visual Arts 

Languages 
History 

Performing Arts 

Science 
Sport 

 
English - Students need to produce the final draft of the piece of descriptive writing that they have been working 
on this half term. They should then submit it via Firefly and complete any reflection questions that their teacher 
has set. Alongside this, students should continue to read for twenty minutes a day and they can access Accelerated 
Reader to complete quizzes. Please find the link in our Y7 page on Firefly. 
Maths - In maths this week, students will be focusing on solving equations. 
Science - Lessons and teaching topics this week will be based on a mix of various topics depending on your child’s 
class teacher.  This week’s topics are exothermic and endothermic reactions (7.1 and 7.9), reproductive system 
(7.2), acids and alkalis introduction (7.3), acids and alkalis summary (7.4), making salts (7.5), flowers and 
pollination (7.6), speed (7.7), burning fuels (7.8) and space topic summary (7.10). Need more help? Follow the BBC 
bitesize link to find video clips on a range of Y7 science topics https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zng4d2p 
History - This week History students will be focusing upon using the information they have learnt to create their 

own buffalo shield. Upload completed work to Firefly. Certificates will be given to the best work in each class! 
Geography - Students need to complete week 4 tasks on the Great Barrier Reef. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zng4d2p


   
 

 
 

French - Students will be studying topics on School and Timetable. 
Spanish - Students will be studying a topic on Sports. 
PE - Students have been set a Healthy Lifestyles project on Firefly. NEW: Students can also attempt Sport and 
Leisure challenge 3 https://youtu.be/RTTHhbLhrKg 
Citizenship - Week 3 What is Islam? (Part 2) Students will need to read through the information on the Night of 
Power and create a story board to outline the main events. This will need to be uploaded as evidence onto Firefly. 
Music - Students will learn about 'articulation' this week, continuing their journey into musical theory. 
Art - Your child has been set a new project on ‘portraiture’ on Firefly. This project will last 4 weeks. The fourth task 
has been set. Students must then upload their outcomes on Firefly each week.  
IT - Students will be following a worksheet that asks them to describe the advantages and disadvantages of using 
Smart Home Technology around the house. 
Drama - Students are required to watch a live production of Shrek the Musical on YouTube and write a theatre 
review. This is the final week of the project and therefore, all reviews should be submitted this week. 
https://youtu.be/JnCmMFxFLBI 

Food Technology - School Canteen Healthy Eating Challenge. Week 2.  This week students should complete task 5.  
Unstuck strategies are provided. Take it further challenges have been set and should be completed if students are 
in Excellence band but can be completed by any student. Tasks can either be uploaded electronically or 
photographs of written work completed can be uploaded.   

Design Technology - 1 and 2 Pt Perspective – Details of this project can be found on Firefly.  This week students 
should complete task 4 - To apply previous learning to create a 3D street scene or product in 3D. TIF: To apply all 
2-point perspective rules to all aspects of the products. To create branding on the sidewalk or side of the product 
using 1-point perspective. 

 

Support Learning at Home – Top Tips 

Many families are now challenged with the desperate juggling of work, childcare, entertainment, as well as 
education, but please do not think that the education of your child always has to be complicated: a great deal of 
learning can be achieved from just reading to your child. Stories read out loud to children and in fact, to adults, are 
very comforting. Another good source can be found on this link where award-winning children’s author Katherine 
Rundell has launched a free online book of short stories, poems and pictures. It is called The Book of Hopes: Words 
and Pictures to Comfort, Inspire and Entertain Children in Lockdown and contains contributions from more than 
110 children’s writers and illustrators: https://literacytrust.org.uk/family-zone/9-12/book-hopes/ Also, children 
can borrow books free of charge by clicking onto the BorrowBox library app: www.borrowbox.com  As we know, 
reading and listening to stories develops intelligence, creativity and empathy.                  
Creativity can be fostered also by giving your child a notebook for jotting down ideas: no rules; do not mark it; just 
let them have fun developing their imaginations. Encourage them to create characters and to write a story about 
their imaginary worlds. More than ever, as we emerge slowly out of these strange times, we will need people to 
be creative: creative scientists, creative engineers, and creative politicians – in fact creativity is key for every area 
of life! 
 
The brand new literacy pages on Firefly are designed to inspire and support students with reading, writing and 
oracy. Not only are these key skills, they are also sources of entertainment, calm and creativity. Follow this link for 
top tips, links to free ebooks and audiobooks, recommended reads, and fun activities to get your creative juices 
flowing: https://caludoncastle.fireflycloud.net/literacy-1 
 
We have received some information form Coventry SENDIASS around how they can support families, parents and 
young people at the moment. Some of the support on offer includes Telephone Support for Parents and Carers 
from the Educational Psychology Team (see poster) and an online coffee morning for parents or carers of students 
with SEND (4th June). For more information you can contact SENDIASS on 027 7669 4307 or email: 
iass@coventry.gov.uk. 

https://youtu.be/RTTHhbLhrKg
https://youtu.be/JnCmMFxFLBI
https://literacytrust.org.uk/family-zone/9-12/book-hopes/
http://www.borrowbox.com/
https://caludoncastle.fireflycloud.net/literacy-1
tel:027%207669%204307
mailto:iass@coventry.gov.uk


   
 

 
 

 

 
 


