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Sixth Form Team Update 

Dear All, 
Need an antidote to all the doom and gloom? After seven long weeks of lockdown, we've come to realise that while 
it's good to stay informed during this crazy time, there's also a lot to be said for focusing on the positives. 
And if there's one major positive to come out of this global pandemic, it's the absolute flood of human kindness 
we've seen in response to it. Alongside the scary statistics, and pain and grief many are going through, there has 
also been an outpouring of incredibly inspiring stories: tales of communities supporting each other even though 
they’re apart, love overcoming hate and everyday heroes caring for the most vulnerable in our society. 

It also helps to look at positive news stories. Did you know that Cadbury has announced two new chocolate bars! 
Think of those unexpected heroes like Captain (soon to be Sir!) Tom in his 100th year raising over £31 million for the 
NHS. 

However, it can be difficult to stay positive and as this week is Mental Health Awareness Week, on Firefly there is a 
task you can carry out to find out more about the importance of having good mental health.  This year’s theme is 
‘Kindness’; doing something kind for someone else can make us feel better about ourselves.  Mrs Slack has taken to 
sending ‘Touchnote’ postcards and her daughter has just received a care package of cookies and treats from a friend. 
Tracey has taken some flowers round to Sharon V to cheer her up and Mrs Carter has enjoyed receiving lots of plants 
from her friends! Mr Handy’s sons have been helping him grow seeds and letting him win at tennis and Miss Linton 
saved a lamb which had escaped from a field when she was out running! 

Please contribute your ideas and how you have helped someone whilst in lockdown. Email them  to the sixth form 
team: sixthformteam@caludoncastle.co.uk, and we’ll do our best to collate them and share them with you all. 

1. Here are some ideas to get you going: 
2. Hoover up for your mum or dad 
3. Make someone a cup of tea or coffee 
4. Write someone a thank you note 
5. Pick some flowers and give them to someone 
6. Bake a cake for someone 
7. Simply ask if someone needs help 
8. Call a friend to say you miss them 
9. Pay someone a compliment 
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Top tips for learning at home 

 Have a list for each subject and also make a sensible list of work for each day. 
 Keep this list visible and aim to check off the tasks you have set yourself. Be realistic – 1 task per subject. 
 Use an alarm and set yourself the same amount of time as a lesson. 
 Stick to your school timetable. 
 Read regularly. 

 

Shout outs! 

A shout out to the year 12 photographers who have produced some stunning work in difficult circumstances. Your 
creativity is fabulous! Ms Hutchinson 
A shout out to the 12D H&SC group as all but 1 sent the exam marking with good results week!  Mrs Warner 
Shout out to those students in Year 12 English Language and Literature who have been working hard on essays on 
‘The Handmaid’s Tale’ and ‘A Streetcar Named Desire’. Miss Webb 
Josh (AMG), for volunteering at the hospital as well as keeping on top of all of his Health and Social Care work. 
Mr Chester-Brown 
A shout out to all the chemists who have worked really hard on Hess’ Law – not the easiest topic to study during 
lockdown! Mrs Carter and Mrs Robertson 
Well done to the students participating in the French Teams lesson, vous êtes fabuleux! Mrs Slack 

 

Looking ahead 

We know that many of you are starting to think about university and how to apply. Unfortunately, our trips to the 
University of Birmingham and the UCAS convention have been cancelled so we are looking into ways how we can 
support you through the whole process. Further details will follow after half term, but there are plenty of things you 
can be doing in the meantime.  

The UCAS website is a good place to start. You can search different courses and find out the entry requirements for 
the subjects you are interested in. Some of you may not be sure if university is the right option for you, and if 
anybody is interested in studying at the University of Warwick, you may be eligible for the Warwick Scholars 
programme, which can support you through your application and whilst you are studying. The deadline is on the 31st 
of May so you will need to be quick!  Warwick is also offering a series of live chats over the coming week about 
studying and living at university – click here to find out more and to sign up! 

Leicester University is offering a range of digital subject taster days – click here for more information. They also have 
a webinar on 27 May about choosing a course – click here to sign up.  

For those of you thinking of applying to Oxbridge, or studying Medicine, Dentistry or Veterinary Medicine, you need 
to be aware that your application needs to be checked and completed by the 15th of October. Many of these courses 
require you to do an admissions test – now is the time to do your research and even start looking at practice papers! 

A reminder to those students who are not sure about what you want to do in the future: we are able to offer you a 
careers appointment if you need some help with your next steps. Please email the Sixth Form team 
(sixthformteam@caludoncastle.co.uk) and we will be able to arrange that for you. If you are thinking of dropping a 
subject or picking up a new one in September, please contact your House Head (Mrs Carter: 
strileys@caludoncastle.co.uk, Mrs Slack: stslackl@caludoncastle.co.uk or Mr Handy: sthandya@caludonastle.co.uk) 
and they will be able to give you some advice.   

We hope that you have a lovely half-term break. Remember to stay safe and look after yourselves and each other. 
The Sixth Form Team. 
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