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Headteacher Update 
We are now moving into week eight of our changed circumstances and, like you, having to reassess the new 
implications. In terms of our whole school community, the virtual school/on-line learning will continue for a 
further period pf time. So it is business as per new usual in this regard, as you will see in the learning activities 
section of this Update, which for Year 11 is about focussing on transition units for post-16 study and securing or 
preparing for college courses. As things become clearer about how we can move forward, we will communicate 
with you. The safety, well-being and welfare of all students and staff will always determine how we will make 
things work. 
We have continued to be amazed and surprised at how some students have engaged with the virtual school. The 
‘Keepy Uppy’ challenge, issued by the Sport and Leisure faculty, (and expertly modelled by Mr Frankish), inspired a 
great many students. Thank you to the parent who shared his son’s success with us via Twitter. We were also 
impressed by the Year 9 student who created his own art exhibition and sent a virtual tour to his teachers; what a 
delight! 
Thursday 7 May saw the first edition of the student newsletter, created by each year team. Hopefully, they have 
shared this with you and it has inspired them to undertake new challenges, or take new perspectives on life. 
As always, we trust that you and your family will continue to take good care of each other. 
Mrs Marr and Ms Dudgeon 
 

 

Learning Activities / Focus 
Unless specifically directed by a subject teacher listed below, all Year 11 learning activities are now focused on 
transition to sixth form, college or apprenticeships. GCSE Pod have videos preparing for KS5, please see the link 
below. 
https://www.gcsepod.com/free-resources/getting-ready-for-ks5/ 
 
If your child is still unsure about the next step, please encourage him/her to look at the Caludon Castle sixth form 
prospectus. 
There may be a course they have missed and can still apply for. See the link below. 
https://www.caludoncastle.co.uk/sixth-form/prospectus-and-application-form/ 
 
 
ART 
If your child is planning on doing an Art or Photography course next year, students can complete the tasks that 
have been set on Firefly. This will prepare your child for the courses they have chosen to do next year. If your child 
is planning on staying At Caludon Castle for A level art, this is a course requirement. 

 

Support learning at home – top tips 

As we mentioned in last week’s newsletter, whenever the opportunity to sit down with your children arises, ask 
them to tell you two things in their learning that they found difficult today. Ask why that was? How did they get 
themselves ‘unstuck’. Encourage them to tell you what they think they could do to overcome that if it happened 
again? We all learn from our mistakes, so working out how to get ourselves ‘unstuck’ is a really positive process 
and helps our learning. Celebrate your children’s new learning, gained from making mistakes! 
 

https://www.gcsepod.com/free-resources/getting-ready-for-ks5/
https://www.caludoncastle.co.uk/sixth-form/prospectus-and-application-form/


   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


