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Caludon Castle School        Monday 4 May 2020 

 

Headteacher Update 
Welcome to our latest update with a new content and format. As the virtual school evolves, we have learned to do 
things in different ways and to respond to the feedback from you, students and staff, in order to provide 
information and support as efficiently and relevantly as possible. So, this update is addressed to you as 
parents/carers to help you support your child(ren) with virtual learning. You will be given a summary of the 
learning expectations for the coming week and the detail behind this will be found on Firefly.  
Students will receive a fortnightly newsletter from their year teams. This will give them information as a way of 
maintaining their links with their year team and tutor. By now, all students should have replied to emails from 
their tutors that were sent to check that they are keeping safe and well, and able to access their learning through 
Firefly. Can you please check that this has happened?  
In terms of student learning, you should also have received the Parent Protocol, which sets out guidance for you 
regarding the systems and structures of the virtual school. Again, this has been produced in direct response to 
parent feedback; thank you for your support with this.  
Finally, we hope you were able to enjoy the Caludon Update that was published at the end of last term. As well as 
showcasing a host of wonderful activities undertaken by staff and students, it reminded us of what normal school 
life was like. We can only be patient about what further normality will look like in the future.  
Meanwhile, please stay safe and well.  
Mrs Marr and Ms Dudgeon. 

 

Learning Activities / Focus 
Clearly, from a year 11 parent/carer point of view, the focus must now be on the future studies and plans of the 
student. For those students who have already applied to sixth form, their position in terms of their place remains 
unchanged, providing they meet the entry requirements for their chosen subjects. From Monday 4 May, year 11 
learning activities will no longer be focused on current GCSE/Btec courses and will move towards the transition to 
post-16 studies. Teachers will no longer be setting or marking Y11 work. Students will be able to access transition 
activities, as a ‘taster’ for each subject, aimed at focusing them on the type of studies and activities they will be 
encountering at A-Level and Level 3 qualifications. GCSEPod now contains a ‘getting ready for A-Levels' section 
which your son/daughter will find valuable. There are subject specific links to academic subjects as well as generic 
A-Level study preparation page. A link to these pages can be found below:   
https://www.gcsepod.com/free-resources/getting-ready-for-ks5/  
If your son or daughter has expressed an interest in, or has applied to, college, they should keep their studies 
going and use the appropriate subject link on Firefly or GCSEpod. We advise going to the appropriate college 
website where some colleges have links to preparative studies that students can start. Please, also, keep a lookout 
for college virtual open days that are being advertised. 
ART 
If your child is planning on doing an Art or Photography course next year, they can complete the tasks that have 
been set on Firefly. This will prepare your child for the courses they have chosen to do next year. If your child is 
planning on staying At Caludon Castle for A level Art, this is a course requirement. 
MUSIC 
Students will complete a theory-based task on Firefly. Any students that are considering taking Music in Year 12 
must complete this. 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
There are optional long-term projects on Firefly for those who would like to do something creative, in addition to 
the Summer transition projects that are being launched this week. The students have a lot of choice over their 
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activity.  
SCIENCE 
Y11 into Y12 transition work is now available on Firefly for all four science courses - Biology, Chemistry, Physics 
and Applied Science. 

 

Support Learning at Home – Top Tips 

Parents can use everyday conversations to develop their child’s thinking skills just by asking specific 
questions. Family dinners may not be a daily or weekly event in every household but, when opportunities 
to sit down together do arise, ask your child to tell you three things that s/he has learned today. 
Encourage your child to talk about those things. Can extra questions be asked to inspire their curiosity 
and to encourage them to find out more about the particular topic that interested them? Can any links 
be made with their learning today? 

 

 

 

 

 

 


