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Headteacher Update 
Dear parent/carer, 
One of our school values focuses on having ‘A Positive Attitude’. At this particular time, it is something that we, as 
a school community have looked to, as we are sure that you have too. There are so many definitions, but recently, 
we have found these to be most useful: 

1. Positive attitude is a state of mind that envisions and expects favourable results. 
2. The willingness to try doing new things. 
3. The belief that everything will turn out all right. 
4. It is an attitude that helps you see the good in people. 

This week we have asked ourselves - What challenge have you faced this week and successfully addressed? What 
are you most proud of? Perhaps this would be something for you to ask your children, and maybe even yourself, as 
the challenges are bound to have been many! 
We know that you will be wondering when school will reopen to Y10 and Y12, as proposed by the Prime Minister 
this week. At this time, all we can say is that work continues to take place behind the scenes in relation to planning 
for a phased return to school for these year groups only. This will be a slow and steady process when the time is 
right. As you would expect, we are guided by Government, local authority and professional association advice. 
Staff and student well-being remains paramount, so when further information is available, this will be shared with 
you. 
In the meantime, we ask that you continue to support your child(ren) to engage with the virtual learning outlined 
in this newsletter. 
Take care,  
Mrs Marr and Ms Dudgeon 

 

Learning Activities / Focus 
Please encourage your child to click on the Tasks icon on their Firefly dashboard. This will take them to the full 
Tasks page, so they can see all the tasks set. This will enable them to plan and prioritise their own learning. 
 
As we notified you last week, year 10 students will be having online tutorials in small groups with their tutors or (in 
some cases) with the student support mentors. They should have had an invitation last week, via Firefly, and will 
need to connect this week at the appointed time, using Microsoft Teams. They can access this through ‘Office 365’ 
which is on their Firefly dashboard or on the portal on the school website. Their tutors will send them more 
detailed guidance.  
 
Art - Students must now begin to respond visually to the artists’ work they have researched, with the materials 
they have at home. Students need to upload images to Firefly, by Tuesday 1.00pm each week, of what they have 
done. This work forms part of their coursework towards their GCSE grade. 
Business Studies – Students will be investigating the importance of business plans.  
Creative iMedia – Students should complete the eBook about Target Audience. 
Design Technology - Work for Design and Technology has been set on SENECA.  Students can find out how to log 
on to this on Firefly.  The topic will be based on Timbers. Students are to complete ‘Timbers 4’ this week.  
Drama – Last week, students looked at the 6-mark question of section B of the exam – the live review. This week, 
we will look at the 9-mark question where students are asked to evaluate the elements of The Woman in Black.  

English – This week we would love for students to kick-start their revision of ‘Macbeth’ by watching a production 
of the play via YouTube. Teachers have sent students a link on Firefly for them to access. If students cannot access 



   
 

 
 

videos on the internet, alternative revision materials have also been set up in the Firefly task.  
Food Preparation and Nutrition – Students are to complete topic work on ‘Eggs’.  They should complete 
knowledge organisers for the topic using the resources provided, and then upload a picture of the 
completed organiser.   
French – This week’s topics are house and room. 
Geography – Students need to complete lessons 6-7 in their coasts and rivers booklet and then complete the 10-
question quiz on Firefly.  
Health and Social Care – Students this week will be completing their Unit 2 (learning aim A) coursework. All the 
resources are on Firefly. It is important that students complete this work, as it goes towards their final grade. 
History – Challenges to the Weimar Republic; students will need to consider the threats to pre-Nazi era Germany 
and decide which was the biggest threat to the government.  Once completed, all work needs to be uploaded to 
Firefly for feedback. 
Hospitality and Catering – It is week 4 of practising practical food skills.  Details are on Firefly. To get the best 
results students will need to research recipes and watch food programmes – links to these have been 
included.  Students will need to complete the related tasks on nutritional information and evaluation and upload 
these each week as well of a photo of their completed product.  This week’s challenge: Make a decorated cake.  
Take it further… How can you make it appeal to an elderly person?  Can you think of anyone you can give it to?  
Maths – This week, set 1 and 2 students will look at a range of number-based topics, including factors and 
percentages. Set 3, 4 and 5 students will look at decimals. 
Media Studies – This week students will be looking at the BBC and BARB, and will relate these organisations to 
Doctor Who and Class (BBC 3 series). 
Music – This week students are learning how to get paid in the music industry. 
Photography – Students will be re-taking photographs as part of the review and refine process for the project 
Telling Stories. 
Core PE – Students should attempt the Year 10 Practical Spell It challenge set on Firefly. NEW: Sport and Leisure 
challenge 3 - https://youtu.be/RTTHhbLhrKg 
Science – Teaching topics this week will be based on factors affecting food security and nitrogen balance for GCSE 
Biology; atomic structure and forces for GCSE Physics; chemical changes for GCSE Chemistry; and a mix of various 
topics, depending on your child’s class teacher, for Combined Science.  Topics include discovery of drugs (10w3), 
oxidation, reduction and metal oxides (10w4), metal oxides (10w5), properties of radiation and half-life (10z3), 
plant organs (10z4) and isotopes (10z5).  Students need to log in to Tassomai daily and keep up with their goals.  
Sociology – Students should complete the feedback task set on Firefly in response to last week’s essay. 
Spanish – This week’s topic is Spanish literature. 
Sports Studies – Students need to complete the weekly task on theeverlearner.com set on Firefly by Mr 
Moffatt/Mr Waine. 

 

Support Learning at Home – Top Tips 

Many families are now challenged with the desperate juggling of work, childcare and entertainment, as well as 
education, but please do not think that the education of your child always has to be complicated; a great deal of 
learning can be achieved from just reading to your child. Stories read out loud to children and, in fact, to adults, 
are very comforting. A good source can be found on this link where award-winning children’s author Katherine 
Rundell has launched a free online book of short stories, poems and pictures. It is called The Book of Hopes: Words 
and Pictures to Comfort, Inspire and Entertain Children in Lockdown and contains contributions from more than 
110 children’s writers and illustrators: https://literacytrust.org.uk/family-zone/9-12/book-hopes/   
Also, children can borrow books free of charge by clicking onto the BorrowBox library app: www.borrowbox.com   
As we know, reading and listening to stories develops intelligence, creativity and empathy.                  
 
Creativity can also be fostered by giving your child a notebook for jotting down ideas: no rules; do not mark it; just 
let them have fun developing their imaginations. Encourage them to create characters and to write a story about 
their imaginary worlds. More than ever, as we emerge slowly out of these strange times, we will need people to 

https://youtu.be/RTTHhbLhrKg
https://youtu.be/RTTHhbLhrKg
https://literacytrust.org.uk/family-zone/9-12/book-hopes/
http://www.borrowbox.com/


   
 

 
 

be creative: creative scientists, creative engineers, and creative politicians – in fact creativity is key for every area 
of life! 
 
Elevate Education webinar 
To continue supporting parents whilst their children are studying at home, Elevate Education is hosting a second 
webinar on Tuesday 26 May. This free webinar is going to give parents practical strategies for helping children 
remain focused, beat procrastination and organise their time so they don’t leave work to the last minute. Details 
are below:  
Event Title: How to help your child manage their time effectively and overcome distractions at home  
Date: Tuesday 26 May 2020  
Time: 6:00 – 7:00pm  
Cost: Free  
Sign up link:  https://www.elevatecoaching.info/webinar-uk-2/ 
 
Telephone support for parents and carers 
We have received some information from Coventry 
SENDIASS around how they can support families, parents 
and young people at the moment. Some of the support 
on offer includes Telephone Support for Parents and 
Carers from the Educational Psychology Team (see 
poster) and an online coffee morning for parents or 
carers of students with SEND (4th June). For more 
information you can contact SENDIASS on 027 7669 
4307 or email: iass@coventry.gov.uk. 
 

 

https://eu-west-1.protection.sophos.com/?d=elevatecoaching.info&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZWxldmF0ZWNvYWNoaW5nLmluZm8vd2ViaW5hci11ay0yLw==&e=c3RodXRjaGluc29uc0BjYWx1ZG9uY2FzdGxlLmNvLnVr&h=4af0c1b194714b82b909b616eeb552c7&t=TTRxOHlTeit5RElPV3lQbDQ1WDhOODRTVTRkYUNvYlNpUmRBazdUenBOUT0=
tel:027%207669%204307
tel:027%207669%204307
mailto:iass@coventry.gov.uk

