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Caludon Castle School        Monday 11 May 2020 

 

Headteacher Update 
We are now moving into week eight of our changed circumstances and, like you, having to reassess the new 
implications. In terms of our whole school community, the virtual school/on-line learning will continue for a 
further period of time. So, it is business as per new usual in this regard, as you will see in the learning activities 
section of this Update. As things become clearer about how we can move forward, we will communicate with you. 
The safety, well-being and welfare of all students and staff will always determine how we will make things work. 
We have continued to be amazed and surprised at how some students have engaged with the virtual school. The 
‘Keepy Uppy’ challenge, issued by the Sport and Leisure faculty, (and expertly modelled by Mr Frankish), inspired a 
great many students. Thank you to the parent who shared his son’s success with us via Twitter. We were also 
impressed by the Year 9 student who created his own art exhibition and sent a virtual tour to his teachers; what a 
delight! 
Thursday 7 May saw the first edition of the student newsletter, created by each year team. Hopefully, your 
children have shared this with you and it has inspired them to undertake new challenges, or take new perspectives 
on life. 
As always, we trust that you and your family will continue to take good care of each other. 
Mrs Marr and Ms Dudgeon 

 

Learning Activities / Focus 
Art - Students need to analyse artists for their GCSE coursework, using: content, form, process and opinion. They 
need to upload images of what they have done to Firefly by Tuesday 1.00pm.  
Business Studies – This week, students will start investigating business plans.   
Creative iMedia – This week students will make revision notes and answer questions about Health and Safety for 
their exam unit. 
Design Technology – Work for Design and Technology has been set on SENECA. Students can find out how to log 
on to this on Firefly.  The topic is Timbers. Students are to complete ‘Timbers 3’ this week. 
English – This week, students will be completing their progress check on the anthology poetry: ‘Compare how 
ideas about nature are presented in ‘The Prelude’ and one other poem from the anthology’. They should use the 
preparation tasks from weeks 1 and 2 to help them complete this. Work should be submitted via Firefly. 
Food Preparation and Nutrition – Students need to complete topic work on ‘Fish’, completing knowledge 
organisers for the topic using the resources provided, and then uploading a picture of the completed organiser.  
French – This week’s topic is my house.  
Geography - Students need to complete lessons 4-5 in their rivers and coasts booklet.  
Health and Social Care – Students should now be completing work focused around the use of informal care 
workers in the UK, carrying out all the set tasks and then completing a quiz to show their understanding. 
History – Weimar Germany: Lets revise!  Consolidation is key this week, so students will be looking at the 
strengths and weaknesses of the Weimar Republic.  Once completed, all work needs to be uploaded to Firefly for 
feedback. 
Hospitality and Catering - Week 3 of practising practical food skills. Details are on Firefly. To get the best results 
students will need to research recipes and watch food programmes – links to these have been included.  Students 
will need to complete the related tasks on nutritional information and evaluation and upload these each week as 
well of a photo of completed product. This week’s challenge: Make a sweet or savoury pie. You can use any type of 
pastry, but you must make it yourself! Take it further: Make puff pastry! 
Maths – For set 1 and 2 students, the topic to focus on this week is decimals. Set 3, 4 and 5 students will continue 
to look at graphs. 



   
 

 
 

Media Studies – Students will be analysing the representation of characters in the first episode of Doctor Who.  
Music - Students will this week learn about royalties and unions in preparation for the unit 1 music exam. 
Photography – Students need to review and refine their Telling Stories ideas and then take more photos. 
Core PE – Students should attempt the Year 10 ‘Practical Spell It’ challenge, set on Firefly. The second weekly Sport 
and Leisure challenge has been set by Mr Roper and can be found here: https://youtu.be/jR5Dv-Djk40  
Science – Lessons and teaching topics this week will be based on pyramids of number, biomass, trophic levels and 
the kidney for GCSE Biology; Chemical changes topic for GCSE Chemistry; Atomic Structure topic for GCSE Physics 
and a mix of various topics, depending on your child’s class teacher for Combined Science.  Topics include 
radioactive decay (10z3), plant organs (10z4), development of the model of the atom (10z5), reactivity series and 
displacement reactions (10w3), organisation and non-communicable diseases progress check (10w4) and structure 
and bonding in metals (10w5).  Students should remember to login to Tassomai daily and keep up with goals. 
Sociology – Students should complete the essay question on Family, set on Firefly. 
Spanish – This week’s topics are my people, reading and apps. 
Sports Studies – Students should now be completing weekly tasks on theeverlearner.com for Contemporary Issues 
as set by PMO/MWA. Full task details are accessible on Firefly. 

 

Support Learning at Home – Top Tips 

As we mentioned in last week’s newsletter, whenever the opportunity to sit down with your children arises, ask 
them to tell you two things in their learning that they found difficult today. Ask why that was? How did they get 
themselves ‘unstuck’. Encourage them to tell you what they think they could do to overcome that if it happened 
again. We all learn from our mistakes, so working out how to get ourselves ‘unstuck’ is a really positive process 
and helps our learning. Celebrate your children’s new learning, gained from making mistakes! 
 
PARENT WEBINAR - Introduction to GCSEPod. GCSEPod are running a series of free webinars for parents, to 
explain what GCSEPod is all about. Attendees just listen and watch, so will not be seen or heard – a tablet or 
phone is fine for connection. Each session is the same, and they will run on the following dates and times: May 6 at 
14:30, May 13 at 17:00, May 15 at 12:30. You can register for a webinar at https://www.gcsepod.com/news-gcse-
learning-revision/podup-presents-webinars/ - registration is vital to book onto the session you would like to 
attend. 
 
Careers – All year 10 students have been sent the link to a series of online talks, arranged by Speakers for Schools, 
from leading figures in different industries. These talks are entirely optional, but may open students’ eyes to a new 
idea for a career, or may answer questions they already have. The talks can be found here. 
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