
Year 9 Summer Term 2019 Newsletter 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
It was again a pleasure to see so many of our students on track to graduate at the 
end of last term. Thank you for your support in ensuring that so many year 9 students had such good 
attendance and in helping them to maintain a positive attitude to learning. 
 
Team 9 
 
There has been one change of tutor, with 9.2 now being co-tutored by Mr Myers and Miss Miller. As 
always, in addition to the staff listed below, we have the direct support of two Student Support 
Mentors, Ms Gould and Ms Murray. 

 
9.1  Ms Fell 
9.2  Mr Myers and Miss  Miller 
9.3  Dr Millett 
9.4  Mrs Fletcher  
9.5  Ms Gaffer 

9.6  Mrs Vincent  
9.7  Mr Brown 
9.8  Miss Crickmore 
9.9  Ms Reddington

 
Celebrating Y9 success: Shining Brightly 

At the end of each term, we hold a Shining Brightly assembly, celebrating a variety of successes in the year 
group. This includes a Star of the Term for each tutor group. Winners of this award so far this year are: 

Term 1 – Sohail-Abbas Baig, Elyza Mathew, Eddie Roberts-Dalton, Daisy Hallam, Dylan Smith, Ethan Skingle, 
Grace Bruce, Rhys Brigg, Kallum Jones, Nathan Pearce, Melissa James, Jack Graham and William Grimes. 

Term 2 – Amelia Wilson, Mia Horton, Jacob Aristidou, Thomas O’Brien, Jessica Freeman, Mc Keith Calica, 
Nuriyah Lagadin, Corey Woodbridge, Ayo Ali, Hannah Kaji-Hause, Ria Sharma, Lauren O’Flynn and Sabrian 
Gashi. 

There is also a Year Leaders award each term. At Christmas this was given to a group of students who all 
mentor students in the lower years: Charliese Abbott, Joshua Adams, Esme Bennett, Rhys Brigg, Erin 
Curtlin, Caden Hadley, Thomas Male, Desiree Montes, Sonia Naorozy and Matthew Rouse. At Easter it was 
awarded to a single student, Freya Hart-Frowen. Congratulations to all of these students. 

In addition to this we celebrate students who have 100% attendance and those who remain ‘pointless’ – 
i.e. they have no points for poor behaviour. We are delighted to say there are far too many of these to list 
here, but their positive attitude is recognised in the assemblies and we congratulate them wholeheartedy.  
 
Celebrating Y9 success: Headteacher’s Tea Party 

The opportunity to attend a Headteacher’s Tea Party occurs only three times a year and, in order to be 
invited, students must receive a number of nominations from a variety of teachers or other staff. At the Tea 
Party, each student is told why each member of staff nominated them, and has the opportunity to talk to 
Mrs Marr about their ideas for the school. Well done to all those who enjoyed the culinary spread last 
term, laid on by Mrs Ruddy’s talented team of Food Technology students. 

In the Spring term they were: Abbey Widdowson, Ebony Callendar, Elana Ha, Elyza Mathew, Esme Bennett, 
Gabrielle Parkhill, Ira Tonogbanua, Jiya Lad, Rhys Brigg and Sonia Naorozy. 
 
Coming up this year for Y9 
We have highlighted the events to which parents and carers are invited, and hope to see you at the events 
relevant to your child. 



Monday 6 May Bank Holiday – students not in school 
Monday 13 May onwards Y9 tests 
Saturday 25 May – Sunday 2 June  Half-term holiday 
Friday 14 June HPV vaccinations (girls only) 
Monday 24 June onwards  Y9 Booster Week 
Friday 28 June  Teacher Day – students not in school 
Tuesday 16 July  9.1, 9.2, 9.3 Graduation ceremony (5pm–6pm) 
Wednesday 17 July 9.4, 9.5, 9.6 Graduation ceremony (5pm–6pm) 
Thursday 18 July 9.7, 9.8, 9.9 Graduation ceremony (5pm–6pm) 
Saturday 20 July onwards Summer holiday 
 
School uniform and equipment 
There has been one change to the school uniform, regarding skirts, which has been for year 7 only this year, 
but will affect all year groups from September onwards.  
As stated on the school website: 

“From September 2018, for Y7, approved school logo skirts ONLY in either pleated or A-line 
design.  The logo must reach at least the knee. Skirts are available in various lengths from stockists 
Andy Blair or Cat Ballou. This will apply for Year 8-11 from September 2019, although during the 
year, when skirts are being replaced, it is advisable that school approved logo skirts are purchased.” 

As our year 9 students seem to be growing upwards rapidly, you may be thinking of buying new uniform 
before the end of this term, or over the summer. Please bear this is mind. 

We have also let the year 9 students know that from September, they will be required to have a pencil case 
for their stationery items. This is to ensure they are organised and ready for their level 2 courses. You may 
want to consider that when we get to the final exams in Y11, students can only take clear pencil cases into 
the examinations themselves. 
 
Options 
We are just starting the process of allocating students to subject classes, so are about to identify whether 
there are any students who may not be able to access the courses they requested. We will let any affected 
students know as soon as we can, so that they can make alternative choices. As we said at the Options 
Evening, this usually only affects a handful of students each year.  
 
Graduation 
Year 9 students are continuing to develop good learning skills and habits, to take them forward into their 
GCSE and level 2 courses next year. Those students who were not on track to graduate at the end of last 
term have been given the opportunity to prove themselves in the first week of this term, with the 
possibility of earning a graduation point every day in this week.  
At the end of this term, we hope to be inviting all of you to a graduation ceremony in our school marquee. 
Y9 graduates will receive a certificate of graduation and a KS4 tie, and will be ready to take themselves into 
the next phase of their learning. This is a fabulous event, and one to make you proud! 
The good learning habits we will be celebrating 
include: 
• Good attendance 
• Good punctuality 
• Positive behaviour 
• Good attitude to learning 
• Good progress 
 
We sincerely hope that no one will miss out on this 
celebratory event. 
 
Ms Hutchinson          Mrs Edwards         Mrs Graham        Miss Miller 


