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Context
Ofsted framework:
Overall effectiveness: the quality and standards of education, sections 147-150 
The various strands of SMSC also permeate the curriculum and the school’s development as a 
community. 

Key priorities and targets 2016-18
(From SMSC Policy)
• Offer positive and realistic examples and role models for students to follow.
• Give students opportunities for personal target setting, profling, dicussion, support and advice so that 
students develop self-awareness and self esteem. 
• All faculties and departments to consider ways in which to contribute to the personal development of 
each student.
(From Governor Update 2016) 
• Promote creativity and culture consistently throughout the school
• Students to have a greater awareness of charity events, and of their own potential role in the wider 
community
• Student leaders to be involved in organising professional events for others
• Caludon Experience to be taken up by all staff across the school as an entitlement. 

Spiritual development

Students’ spiritual development is shown by their:
 ability to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their perspective on life 
and their interest in and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and values
 sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves, others and the world around them
 use of imagination and creativity in their learning
 willingness to reflect on their experiences.

Action taken Impact (identify key strengths and evidence to 
support judgements)

Emphasis on fostering curiosity across the 
curriculum. “Take It Further” activities, SOLO 
taxonomy, student questioning, and other 
strategies, are used throughout the curriculum to 
foster student curiosity and to encourage students 
to want to learn independently, following their own 
passions and interests. 

Enables students to experience a sense of awe 
across the curriculum. Also enables students to 
reflect on their own ideas and values.

“Presenting our own 
thoughts and opinions on 
famous art works in a 
public gallery was really 
challenging but it forced 
us to think about what we 
really wanted to say.”

“I didn’t know it at 
the time, but it was the 
best preparation for my 
university interview.”



Science curriculum: GCSE Biology and GCSE 
Combined Science – students learn about ways 
in which to control human fertility.  This area of 
study includes contraception and IVF, both of which 
include taking into consideration people’s faiths, 
feelings and values.

Students realise that many decisions are affected 
by people’s values and beliefs.

Remembrance Day commemoration, optional event 
in School Hall, plus one minute’s silence at 11am. 
Whole school fell silent, although the bell rang 
for this during break – even those outside on the 
playground showed their respect.

Students are able to remember those who have 
died in the service of their country. 

Holocaust Memorial Day, Nelson Mandela Day, 
Martin Luther King Day, Human Rights Day. Each of 
these events has been commemorated in 
assemblies for each year group

Students are aware of some of the positive and 
negative legacy of the twentieth century, and the 
ways in which our actions affect and shape the 
world around us.

First World War commemorations, including the 
centenary of the end of the war. All students have 
taken an active part in commemorations, including 
writing on the Peace Tree, helping to create 
sculptures, artwork and drama pieces, and leading 
a tutor assembly about remembering individual 
soldiers who didn’t return.

Students considered their own potential role in 
peace-keeping, and shared this with others. They 
considered the role of young men and women, and 
how it has helped to shape the world we live in now.

“Our assembly was in the week 
of the centenary of the end of 
the First World War, so we knew 
we had to tackle this. We wanted 
to be as respectful as possible 
to those who gave so much, but 
didn’t want to glorify war.”

“It was nerve-wracking doing the 
assembly in front of our whole 
year, but the staff thanked us 
afterwards and said it was really 
moving. Everyone stayed silent all 
the way through which hopefully 
meant they were thinking about 
what we were saying.” 



Festival of Imagineers, Coventry Cathedral. 
Students created part of the impressive sculptural 
installation that filled the Cathedral in July 2018. 
They were then set a challenge to take the best 
photographs of their joint creation. 

Students are introduced to awe-inspiring places, 
and given time there to reflect on their own 
experiences and those of others. 

Photography curriculum: Y12 students create work 
for the theme Identity, enabling them to reflect on 
their own values and ideals.

Students reflect on their own perspectives on life, 
and use this as a basis to note how others have 
represented their own ideas and beliefs.

MFL curriculum: We constantly expose students 
to the world around them by highlighting festivals 
from around the world such as Easter, Christmas, 
and the Day of the Dead. Students are given many 
opportunities to compare and contrast opinions and 
festivals. As part of their GCSE, students have to 
understand about key festivals and use them as 
partial elements of the speaking exam. 
As part of our deepening home learning projects 
students are given choice. They are given the 
option of being as creative as they can be and are 
given further incentives to do so.

Widen students’ understanding of different cultures, 
faiths and celebrations.

Provide students with opportunities to be creative 
about their own experiences, feelings and beliefs.

“What I’ve really 
enjoyed about 
Photography is being 
able to create work 
about the things that 
matter to me.”



English curriculum: Through the teaching of 
Literature texts such as Othello, The Handmaid’s 
Tale, A Streetcar Named Desire, Death of a 
Salesman, The Kite Runner, Of Mice and Men, 
A Christmas Carol, Macbeth, Animal Farm, The 
Merchant of Venice, The Tempest, The Boy in the 
Striped Pyjamas, and a range of poetry, students in 
all years groups are challenged to reflect on their 
beliefs and the beliefs of others. These include 
people from different races, ethnic backgrounds, 
ages, and religions. 

When we teach Language paper 2 skills, either at 
GCSE or in KS3, pupils are encouraged to develop 
their own and respect others’ perspectives; the 
name of the GCSE Language paper is ‘Viewpoints 
and Perspectives’ and thus a lot of the work that we 
do to prepare for this is to teach students to form 
opinions and take others’ into account.

Throughout Creative Learning students are 
encouraged to do this all of the time due to 
the nature of this lesson: they have to use 
metacognition skills.

Students are given time to reflect on what is 
important and inspirational in their lives. They are 
regularly asked to reflect on their own experiences 
to enable them to make connections to the 
Literature texts, e.g. understanding a character’s 
motivations and conditions. They are enabled to 
produce a cultural response to that understanding 
and inspiration.

Geography currciulum: At least 70% of KS3 topics 
and 50% of KS4 and KS5 involve exploring other 
countries and cultures. Students are often asked 
to think and consider from the perspective of other 
people and their views and beliefs, and why they 
think this. Faiths, feelings and values are discussed 
and covered when we look at Migration, Nigerian 
school girls, DR Congo and Syria.

Students are introduced to a range of ideas and 
beliefs held by other communities and people, and 
are encouraged to consider the impact different 
viewpoints will have on people’s actions.

“The involvement of our 
students in the Sutton Trust 
scholars programme at 
Warwick University was so 
good to see. Each time they 
went, you could see them 
growing in self-confidence. 
They gave such powerful 
presentations at the end, I 
was so proud.” 



Technology curriculum: Year 7 Food Technology – 
PRODUCT PAIRS – pupils think about how their 
values, beliefs and opinions impact on them when 
they are choosing products – issues such as crop 
dusting v organic, recycling, reusing, fair trade, 
battery v free range are all discussed.

KS4 scheme for learning for Catering – pupils learn 
about vegetarians and discuss the reasons people 
become vegetarian – moral, ethical, religious, 
concerns for animal welfare, health etc.

Year 8 Design Technology home Learning Project 
– to teach yourself a new skill. Year 9 Design and 
Technology home learning project – to research an 
inspirational designer or maker and make an item 
that reflects their philosophy. 

Year 11 Food Prep and Nutrition NEA 2 – making of 
a two course meal in response to a brief.
Year 11 – Unit 2 Level 1/2 Award in Hospitality and 
Catering – making food items in response to a 
given brief.
Future Chef competition – students create their own 
meal for entry to the school heat of the national 
competition – competition is fierce and the standard 
is very high in terms of creativity and presentation.
Year 7 Design Technology Home Learning – to 
create a mosaic functional product.

Evaluation is regularly used after designing and 
making in order to reflect and develop, modify and 
improve.

Students evaluate information based on their 
own values and beliefs, and also listen to others 
explaining their different viewpoints and how these 
have been formed. Increased understanding of the 
impact of beliefs on actions.

Students have the opportunity to create products 
that are important to them, but also have to 
articulate that importance. 

Media Studies curriculum: Students have to be 
aware of different audiences, and the values and 
beliefs they bring to a product, as well as the 
differing ideologies of media producers.

Students continually reflect on the values and ideals 
of others, and how these influence the way they 
create or react to the media, and to each other.

“The Last Post 
ceremony was a 
beautiful experience 
and gave World War 
One a whole new 
meaning.”



Citizenship and Philosophy curriculum: The KS3 
Citizenship and Philosophy curriculum gives 
students the opportunity to reflect on their beliefs 
and those of others. Students are encouraged to 
share their views and question the views of others 
in a respectful and tolerant way, whilst being curious 
and analytical. For example, in year 7 the students 
look at Islam from the perspective of a believer and 
from a critical Philosophical view. 

Students are encouraged to ask questions 
about the unfamiliar. For example, year 8 look at 
Buddhism and students are encouraged to ask 
question about the actions of monks such as Thich 
Quang Doc. 

Lesson activities are designed to encourage 
students to make use of and develop their creativity 
and imagination. For example, in year 9 students 
are asked to plan the funeral of a famous person to 
reflect aspects of that person’s life. 

Students are encouraged to reflect on the 
experiences they have by developing their 
analytical skills. To move towards the Excellence 
band in all year groups students have to have an 
ever more critical appreciation of their work and the 
ideas that they experience. For example, in year 9 
student look at criminal behaviour and punishment 
and reflect on their own behaviour.

Increased awareness of thinking about spiritual and 
religious issues. Students have the opportunity to 
understand the values and beliefs that underpin 
Buddhism, Christianity and Hinduism. Additionally, 
they are given time to reflect on their own values 
in relation to the concepts studied to help develop 
their own personal morality and identity.



Moral development
 
Students’ moral development is shown by their:
 ability to recognise the difference between right and wrong and to readily apply this 
understanding in their own lives, recognise legal boundaries and, in so doing, respect the civil and 
criminal law of England.
 understanding of the consequences of their behaviour and actions
 interest in investigating, and offering reasoned views about, moral and ethical issues, and ability to 
understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues. 

Action taken Impact (identify key strengths and evidence to 
support judgements)

Respect agenda. This is a fundamental part of 
the school’s behaviour policy, with the school 
motto being ‘Respect to all, from all’. This is sign-
posted in every classroom. It is a phrase used 
often as the basis for assemblies, and for many 
of the discussions with students about their own 
behaviour. They are asked to reflect on how their 
actions showed a lack of respect for others, and 
how they could show more respect to others in the 
future. 

The blue slip and reconciliation system, introduced 
in 2017-18, has respect at its core. Teachers 
and students must meet at the end of the day to 
reconcile their differences before the next time they 
meet in the classroom. 

Students and staff are aware that they should show 
respect for all, and that they should themselves be 
treated with respect.

Staff model how to discuss previously emotive 
issues in a calm manner, apologising for 
misunderstandings that may have arisen. Students 
know they will be listened to, and engage in a 
respectful conversation, acknowledging problems 
they have caused and learning to reconcile issues 
in a non-aggressive way. 

Anti-bullying programme / BEN (Bullying Ends Now) 
/ anti-homophobic-bullying.
The annual anti-bullying week activities take place 
in November, but these are only part of the school’s 
activities to ensure everyone is aware of the harm 
caused by bullying, and ways to help stop it. The 
Staying Safe Student Voice Group work with SED 
(Y9 year leader) to devise the student-to-student 
guidance, in the form of an anti-bullying charter, 
that goes on display each year. Large-scale 
framed posters were placed around the school 
in October 2018, and ‘Let’s Talk about it’ badges 
were distributed to all staff and peer mentors for 
Anti-Bullying Week in November 2018. Relevant 
activities were given to all tutors for their 25-minute 
tutor/mentor sessions. Assemblies focused on 
aspects that were relevant to each year group in 
this and other weeks, e.g. not spreading rumours, 
the impact of homophobic bullying, cyber-bullying, 
not standing by. All students were given a card 
detailing access to the BEN helpline.

Year team staff have responded swiftly to any 
issues that have occurred within their year groups, 
with specially tailored talks and videos. Students 
who have been victims of bullying feel supported in 
the wider school community.



Assemblies 
For example, Respect, International day of peace, 
Remembrance, Freedom and celebrating diversity 
have all been celebrated during our assembly 
programme.

These themes look at a variety of different cultures, 
communities and celebrations to give an awareness 
of differences throughout the world

History - Battlefields trip
The Battlefields visit helps students to understand 
the wider implications of war - from the effect on 
the landscape to the huge numbers of lives lost. 
Thiepval memorial has 70,000 soldiers killed in 
action but missing in the Somme and this really 
brings home a sense of loss as does the service 
held every night at 8.00pm at the Menin Gate, 
Ypres to remember the fallen.

Comment from governor / mother of child on trip
“C really enjoyed the trip and was full of what he 
had learnt. I also believe the enormity of war and its 
consequences was much more real to him and he 
spoke at length at home about the human cost of 
war.”

Anti-Bullying and Peace Conference.
Led by SED (year leader for year 9) and the student 
Staying Safe Group. Year 6 students were invited 
from 9 local primary schools. The aim of the Peace 
Conference is to support young people from these 
primary schools, to explore and celebrate the 
achievements of our city’s role as a Peace envoy 
throughout the world in areas of conflict. 

Impact beyond our own school community: Year 6 
students used their new knowledge and 
understanding to develop an assembly / workshop 
to deliver to their schools during Anti Bullying Week 
in November 2018.



Peer Mentor Group
Students from years 9 and 10 are working with SED 
(Y9 year leader) to provide support for younger 
students who may find it hard to talk to adults. The 
students have been trained by our staff and by 
outside agencies in peer mentoring skills. They visit 
their allocated tutor group once a week, with ice-
breaking activities to put the younger students at 
their ease.

Direct student involvement in addressing issues of 
importance to students. Deepening understanding 
of the impact of their actions and the actions of 
others.

Knife crime conference and workshops, Oct 2018
Selected students from Y8 - Y10 were involved in 
these two events, which highlighted the dangers of 
knife crime to those who may be vulnerable. 

Students heard first-hand from former criminals and 
victims, and were able to discuss the issues raised, 
to gain a real understanding of the consequences of 
violent and retaliatory actions.

Geography curriculum: Moral and ethical 
discussions are raised, such as ‘should we allow 
migration’ at both KS3 and KS4. There are links to 
the understanding of crime and depravity in the KS5 
curriculum. 

Students are introduced to moral questions that are 
debated at the highest levels, and realise that we all 
can have an input into these discussions.

English curriculum: When analysing characters or 
personae in Literature, we are teaching students to 
recognise morals and motivations that drive us as 
humans and thus we consider human behaviour 
and psychology to some extent. This begins in 
year 7 and, with our spiral curriculum, continues 
through each year group through different texts. 
The texts we choose for our curriculum mean that 
we are always getting students to understand 
the consequences of actions and behaviours, for 
example Scrooge’s behaviour and attitude, in year 
8 and 10, or Macbeth’s actions, in year 9, or Amir’s 
decisions in The Kite Runner at KS5. 

Many of our chosen texts demand that the reader, 
and thus our students, consider the difference 
between right and wrong.

Drama curriculum: Drama schemes for learning 
specifically aim to draw out aspects of SMSC, e.g.:
Y7 local history project including taxation and the 
‘overtaxing’ of the poor linked to Lady Godiva. Also 
the Coventry Blitz including the idea of retaliation 
with regards to the bombing of Dresden.
Y8 have explored War as a theme including 
propaganda and the effects of war on soldiers and 
families.
Drama also create lessons for KS3 that tie in with 
important focussed weeks such as cyber bullying 
week, anti drugs and alcohol week and anti-bullying 
week.

All students in Y7 and Y8 study Drama, and have 
been enabled to explore social and moral issues 
that affect people within their own locality, giving 
them an understanding of events in their own city.

Science curriculum: GCSE Biology and GCSE 
Combined Science – students learn about ways 
in which to control human fertility.  This area of 
study includes contraception and IVF, both of 
which include taking into consideration people’s 
viewpoints from a moral and ethical perspective.

Students understand some of the issues created 
by scientific decisions and discoveries, and how 
these have to fit in with different societies and 
communities. 



ICT curriculum: E-safety is taught (discretely or 
otherwise) in every year group and specific 
chapters of exam theory at every level focus around 
Social, Moral, Ethical and Environmental aspects of 
ICT so students address each of these aspects in 
terms of the use and production of ICT.

Awareness of moral issues related to internet use 
and social networks.

Citizenship and Philosophy curriculum: The 
Citizenship and Philosophy curriculum looks at 
moral issues such as the death penalty, crime 
and punishment, abortion, euthanasia, organ 
donation, attitudes to the environment, sexual 
ethics, FGM, consent, and business ethics, as well 
as Philosophical theories about ethics. In years 8 
and 9 students look at moral laws as well as crime 
and punishment. The terms ‘culpable’ and ‘morally 
responsible’ are used throughout the course. 

Increased awareness of thinking about moral and 
ethical issues. Given alternative viewpoints from 
which they can develop their own thinking.

Technology curriculum: Key stage 3 Food – 
students in year 7 are introduced to methods of 
farming for eggs, Fairtrade, organic v non organic.  
This is further developed in year 8 when learning 
about the provenance of staple foods and then 
examined in greater detail in year 9.  In year 9 
intensive farming v free range farming is considered 
and debated.

Students develop their ability to consider evidence 
to support opposing viewpoints, and form their own 
opinions. They develop their ability to articulate their 
own point of view and assert their own beliefs with 
evidence.

“It was interesting to find out 
about the artists’ messages when 
we went to the Tate. Art isn’t just 
about the surface appearance.” 

“Some work is really deep, and 
the more you look the more it 
makes you think. It also makes 
you realise you can explore some 
pretty deep themes in your own 
work.”



Social development

Students’ social development is shown by their:
 use of a range of social skills in different contexts, for example working and socialising with those from 
different religious, ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds
 willingness to participate in a variety of communities and social settings, including by volunteering, 
cooperating well with others and being able to resolve conflicts effectively
 acceptance and engagement with the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, 
individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs
 development and demonstration of skills and attitudes that will allow them to participate fully in and 
contribute positively to life in modern Britain



Action taken Impact (identify key strengths and evidence to 
support judgements)

Links with Family Primary School, Kampala, 
Uganda
Initially set up as part of the Olympic legacy, 
Caludon has maintained its link with this school and 
others. Every second summer since 2012, a group 
of 2 staff and 12 current and former students visit 
the school, taking equipment to improve the quality 
of life such as mosquito nets and blankets as well 
as equipment for the school curriculum. Caludon 
Castle School has funded a water tank and cubicle 
toilets for Family Primary School. All of this has 
been shared with our whole school, both before 
and after each visit. The next visit is planned for 
summer 2020. Many students apply for the limited 
places on each visit, and those who have already 
been to Uganda act as ambassadors to recruit the 
next team. 

The whole school community has an awareness 
of Family Primary School and what life is like for 
the students there. Everyone at Caludon is aware 
of how their individual donations of time, energy, 
personal work or money are adding to the quality of 
education and quality of life within the school. 
It is a life-changing experience for those students 
who have made the journey to Uganda. 

Student Leaders and Ambassadors
There are a range of recognised student leader 
opportunities within the school now, ranging from 
subject ambassadors who promote their subjects 
at events such as open evenings and who advise 
teachers on changes to the curriruclum, to the 
headteacher’s ambassadors, who lead training for 
staff from our own and other schools. 

Students have developed their advocacy skills and 
are learning how to influence and change things in 
society. They have also had to develop their 
interpersonal skills as they have had to deal with 
a wider range of adults than would be beyond 
their normal reach, e.g. headteachers from other 
schools.

“For me, the most 
important part of this 
trip isn’t giving financial 
support or sports 
equipment to the schools 
(althought this is vital), it 
is actually the memories 
and experiences gained.”



Charities
There have been several whole-school charity 
events / days, and some high profile fund-raisers 
by specific groups in school: Children in Need, 
Zoe’s Place, Hello Yellow for mental health 
awareness, charity single created by BTEC Level 
3 music students and promoted on local radio and 
in Coventry city centre. Each year group has also 
adopted a charity and has raised money through a 
variety of events. 

Students and staff have been given direct ways to 
contribute to wider society through charity events. 
In many cases, the activities have been planned 
and led by students themselves, giving them project 
management skills as well as direct experience of 
making a difference to others.

Rewards, inc assemblies, tea party and magic 
moments 
Students are rewarded through: postcards and 
letters home, magic moments for the graduation 
system, rewards and Shining Brightly assemblies, 
star of the week, headteacher’s tea party and 
others. All staff nominate students for the termly 
tea parties. Students are read the reasons for their 
nominations and have the opportunity to share their 
thoughts on the school with the headteacher. 

Students can see how and why they have been 
rewarded. They understand what they have done 
well, and can see that their contributions to the 
school and wider community are recognised. 
Students’ sense of self-belief is increased.

Student Leadership workshop at the MAT Learning 
and Teaching Conference 
At this event in October 2018, students 
representing a variety of projects showcased the 
leadership work they had been doing at Caludon. 
This included increasing emphasis on student 
leadership in shaping learning.

The students involved were able to articulate their 
own leadership journey.

Role models included in displays in all subjects
Displays throughout the school feature role models 
from the world of the famous and influential, and 
from our immediate community – e.g. ex-students, 
members of staff and local business owners. 

Aspirations raised for some students who see what 
is possible to achieve through each subject

“Running a charity event 
makes you realise how 
much time and effort 
is needed to make a 
change, but you know it’s 
all worth it.”



Interacting with the local community
Students have been involved in singing at the 
University Hospital, serving afternoon tea to local 
elderly residents, and liaising directly with local 
charities when creating charity singles. 

Understanding that a school community is wider 
than the people present in the school at any one 
time. Awareness of a continuity of that community 
over time.

T-shirt and Christmas Card link with refugees in Iraq
Year 7 students created handmade T-shirt designs 
and later Christmas cards that were sent to children 
in a refugee camp in Iraq. The refugee children sent 
their own designs in return, along with greetings. 

Awareness of the impact of their actions on others. 
Understanding that spending a little time on 
someone is truly appreciated. Understanding 
that our common humanity is bigger than our 
differences.

Careers advice and guidance. Range of events 
targeting students and their parents from year 9 to 
year 13. This includes the focusing of the second 
Year 10 HA Conference more closely around 
careers and future pathways.
Close monitoring of post-school routes for all year 
11 and post-16 students throughout the year, with 
extra advice and guidance given to those in need.

Understanding of the many routes available post-
school. Raised ambitions for many. No student is 
left without a path to follow at age 16 and age 18. 
NEET figures have remained at or close to 0.

Post-16 enrichment opportunities within school. 
Older students mentoring and supporting younger 
students in lessons and in tutor time.

Post-16 students develop greater self-esteem, and 
an awareness of how others think and learn. 
Younger students view post-16 students as positive 
role models, inspiring their own positive mindset.

“Visiting care providers like Eden 
House really opens your eyes. You see 
what can be achieved and how much 
work it takes to make people feel 
comfortable when they need that level 
of care.”

“It was amazing getting the T-
shirts back from the children in 
the refugee camp, and learning 
about their lives. We learnt that 
they have hopes and dreams just 
like us.”



Residential visits, especially to Plas Dol-y-Moch
A number of curriculum areas run residential visits. 
Those to Plas Dol-y-Moch, in Snowdonia, which 
include Media Studies, Photography, Biology and 
Geography, have an inbuilt focus on working with 
others, overcoming challenges together, resilience, 
and building social skills. Year 7 students have had 
‘bushcraft’ residentials at the end of their first year 
at Caludon Castle.

Teamwork skills, understanding of community and 
the impact of their actions on others, positive 
reward for contributions to community life.

Collaborative learning focus 
Students regularly work in groups, of mixed ability, 
mixed ethnicity and different socio-economic 
backgrounds and therefore are encouraged to 
use a range of social skills such as speaking and 
listening, collaboration and empathy. Activities such 
as research tasks or presentations are the most 
common for showcasing this. Speaking & Listening 
activities in English, such as ‘boxing matches’ in 
order to speak and write to argue, generate a high 
level of engagement and willingness to speak and 
listen. 

Healthy debate and conflict resolution is modelled 
by teachers to help teach the students how to 
deal with social conflict in group situations and 
discussions.

S4L - Skills 4 Life 
This builds on the previous Caludon Experience 
programme, but brings in curriculum time for all 
students as well as the requirement to carry out 
projects themselves. Introduced to years 7-10 and 
year 12 in September 2018, it is focused around 
Leadership, Organisation & Teamwork, Resilience, 
Independence & Initiative, Creativity, and Culture. 
Having learnt skills for each strand in tutor time, 
students then devise and carry out a challenge 
each half-term to demonstrate their personal 
development within that strand. They have an 
interview with their tutor each half-term to explain 
how they have shown the required skills through 
their challenge. 

Students have responded very positively to the first 
two challenges, enjoying the opportunity to choose 
their own activities at which they can succeed. They 
have shown resilience and have had to work with 
others in order to achieve.

“I have really enjoyed 
being able to make my own 
decisions in S4L. I think 
I’ve made my challenges 
harder than my teacher 
would, because I knew I 
wanted to push myself.”



Tutor programme / promoting British Values
All tutors deliver a programme of PSHE, skills 
for life and current affairs. A number of different 
strands are included in each year group and 
some are delivered in every year group in themed 
weeks - anti-bullying, e-safety, and drugs & alcohol 
awareness, for example. Current affiars sessions 
have been particularly well-received by students, 
who enjoy the discussions focusing on aspects 
such as democracy and British values.

Such discussions and role plays provide students 
with a safe environment for debating controversial 
issues, and help to equip them with the knowledge 
and skills needed to understand and manage 
difficult situations. These sessions are key to 
developing the social skills required by the Prevent 
duty.

Tapestry performances / workshops by Playhouse 
Theatre
In February 2019, three members of Playhouse 
Theatre performed in four repeat performances 
of ‘Tapestry’ about the lives of local people, 
affected by potentially radicalising influences. 140 
Y9 students attended in total, and took part in 
discussing the influences, their impact, and what 
the people involved could do to counter these. 

This made the ‘Prevent’ agenda very real for these 
students, allowing them to consider and find ways 
to counter extremist views. 

SPECTRUM
Support and discussion group for students who are 
part of the LGBT+ community and others. 
 

Enables students to explore and celebrate diversity 
and their own experiences.

Creativity, Culture and Charities Week 
Formerly Caludon Experience Week and Arts 
Week. These two events have now been merged 
to create a week in the summer term each year, 
when students can participate in a wide variety of 
workshops, performances and events. All students 
from years 7 to 10 take part in at least 2 of these 
opportunities each year. 

All students at Caludon will have experienced a 
wide variety of performances and workshops within 
their compulsory schooling. They are also enabled 
to participate in helping others through the charity 
events. 

Drama curriculum: Drama Schemes for Learning 
specifically aim to draw out aspects of SMSC, e.g.:
Y9 have explored running away from home, and 
why this happens, including the role of the 
family and questions of an ideal family. Also looked 
at 911 thinking about ‘normal lives’ and how this can 
change in an instant.
Y10 have explored Community including the 
miner’s strike, the Hillsborough tragedy, the 7/7 
bombings, and riots.
Y11 have explored Belonging including 
immigration and how this feels and affects 
families, ideas of privacy and feeling alienated in 
your community, the holocaust, and also ideas 
around home and what this means to us, as well as 
people without homes.

All students in Y7 and Y8 study Drama, and have 
been enabled to explore social and moral issues 
that affect people within their own locality, giving 
them an understanding of events in their own city.

Citizenship and Philosophy curriculum: Students 
are encouraged to work in groups and groups are 
mixed ability. The DR TIM programme in KS3 looks 
at the fundamental British values. 

Students debate difficult subjects with a range of 
other students and so are not allowed to always 
remain in their comfort zone.



Hospitality and Catering curriculum: Students work 
in a team to plan and carry out events to practise 
food skills, and they will have to provide service and 
show effective written and verbal communication 
skills.  
Subject ambassadors lead demonstrations at open 
evenings to parents and younger pupils. 

These students have learnt how to interact with a 
wide variety of people, having to take the initiative 
in talking to people they haven’t met before, putting 
them at their ease and talking knowledgeably about 
the food they have prepared. They are better able 
to deal with a variety of new situations.

English curriculum. We pride ourselves on our 
diverse curriculum where we teach about the 
importance of a democracy, and its values and 
laws, and the relevance today through more 
modern, controversial texts and writers. In the 
Year 8 poetry scheme for learning, we explore a 
modern selection of poems linked by the theme of 
different cultures and in year 12 A-Level Literature, 
we explore law and the lack of democracy in 1970s 
Afghanistan. Similarly in year 7, students explore 
issues with race and genocide in The Boy in the 
Striped Pyjamas’ scheme.

Students see how democracy is reflected through 
the eyes of different writers, from a variety of 
cultures. They evaluate the different viewpoints and 
compare them with their own. 

PE curriculum: GCSE PE. We look at specific 
social, cultural and locational factors affecting 
participation. Students need to be able to describe 
specific barriers to participation using practical 
examples e.g. family, age, gender, education, 
ethnicity, religion, disability, environment, climate. 
Both positive and negative factors are identified.

Understanding of the different issues facing 
different groups of people, and how barriers can be 
either put in place or removed.

Health and Social Care curriculum: Health and 
Social Care requires students to investigate the 
values of care within care settings. They must learn 
how to understand and apply these care values 
such that they promote key areas such as the 
prevention of prejudice and discrimination. They 
are also introduced to different social and physical 
needs of people who have care requirements.

Students become well versed in the necessity for 
moral citizenship.

Science curriculum: In the B1 unit (GCSE Science) 
students are asked to consider the advantages and 
disadvantages of using hormones to control 
fertility. They need to be able to represent a 
balanced evaluation in order to create a patient 
information leaflet on either the contraceptive pill or 
IVF treatment. The risks that students must 
consider include increased risk of miscarriage due 
to multiple births in IVF and risk of headaches and 
thrombosis with the pill. Students also consider the 
social and cultural issues with controlling fertility.

Understanding of the choices affecting society over 
fertility, and the consequences of these choices for 
both individuals and groups.



Modern Foreign Languages curriculum: We always 
have a strong element of pair and group learning 
in our lessons. We place a lot of emphasis on 
speaking and this skill is an intergral part of our 
learning and teaching.
Looking to the wider community, as part of World 
Languages Week our student painted rocks with 
greetings in a variety of languages which have been 
randomly placed in the local area and advertised 
via social media.

Students have been introduced to people from 
other cultures and places and have realised that we 
can all learn from each other. They have seen the 
power of being able to use another language.

Art curriculum: Y9, Social issues. 
Students are asked to create a piece of art that 
addresses a social issue that is important to them. 
Their research is focused on individually chosen 
social issues and the work of artists who have also 
addressed these issues. 

Students develop an independent voice within an 
issue of their choice and are able to express their 
own feelings, placing them in the context of 
professional artists. 

Cultural development

Students’ cultural development is shown by their: 
 understanding and appreciation of the wide range of cultural influences that have shaped their own 
heritage and those of others
 willingness to participate in, and respond positively to artistic, musical, sporting and cultural 
opportunities
 understanding and appreciation of the range of different cultures within school and further afield as an 
essential element of their preparation for life in modern Britain
 knowledge around Britain’s democratic parliamentary system and its central role in shaping our history 
and values, and in continuing to develop Britain.
 interest in exploring, improving understanding of, and showing respect for different faiths and cultural 
diversity and the extent to which they understand, accept, respect and celebrate diversity, as shown by  
their tolerance and attitudes towards different religious, ethnic and socio-economic groups in the local, 
national and global communities.



“Presenting our STEM ideas to 
each other, and then to staff and 
students we don’t know, was quite 
difficult, but I really enjoyed 
showing how much we had done.”

“We realised we had to put things 
across in a certain way for people 
to understand and be interested in 
what we had found out.”

Action taken Impact (identify key strengths and evidence to 
support judgements)

Caludon Gallery originally opened in 2014. Online 
gallery launched in 2015.
‘Sensed’ Exhibition, has now taken place each 
summer from July 2015 onwards, featuring 
students’ work from Visual Arts and Technology: 
Art, Graphic Products, Hospitality and Catering, 
Media Studies, Moving Image, Photography. 
The departments have invested in a range of 
professional display boards and plinths to ensure 
the exhibition is of the highest standard possible. 
It is built into the Art and Photography curricula, 
so that students know they are working towards 
this prestigious showcase of their work, and are 
involved in the curation of the show.

Students seeing their work in a professional 
context; developing an interest and a curiosity; 
fostering discussion about creative work. Higher 
profile of student creativity.

Moving Image course maintained through 
Photography, so that those A level students who 
want to specilaise in film-making can still continue 
to do so, despite the withdrawal of both Moving 
Image Arts A level and the BTEC specialist 
pathways. 
New links forged with Falmouth University for our 
Moving Image and Drama students.

Maintaining opportunities across a breadth of 
cultural courses. Moving Image students from 
Caludon Castle are well-considered by Coventry 
University’s Media Production department and now 
by Falmouth University, so doors are opened for 
them.

Coventry cultural opportunities. In various subjects, 
the school makes good use of local cultural centres. 
Links forged with the Herbert Art Gallery, Coventry 
Cathedral, Shopfront Theatre, Warwick Arts Centre 
and the Transport Museum.

Every student is offered involvement in wider 
learning experiences. Many have visited specific 
cultural events / places within their own city or 
region for the first time.

Enrichment opportunities – monitoring range, 
frequency and uptake

Autumn Term – 5800 hours of student enrichment 
opportunities taken up. 14% of those hours were 
undertaken by Pupil Premium students, 39% by 
high attaining students, and 9.5% by SEND 
students.



Sporting activities – range and results highlighted 
to all staff every Monday in briefing and to parents 
and students via Caludon Update and the sports 
website.

15 separate clubs and activities listed on a 
weekly basis, with over 3000 hours undertaken 
by students in the Autumn Term. Opportunities 
given for students to compete in inter-school 
competitions. Big successes for some of the football 
clubs, enabling students to experience a sense of 
achievement as a team.

Range of school trips and visits 
100-150 school trips each year that have required 
Evolve documentation. There are also ‘grab bag’ 
visits with staff taking students out of school within 
the local area, often walking to local features such 
as Caludon Castle Park to extend learning.
More diverse trips include Boulogne/Le Touquet, 
Berlin, Seville, Kampala Ypres, and Paris.
There have been numerous theatre visits, 
including the Globe, the RSC, and theatres in 
Coventry, Birmingham and London.
The majority of year 7 attended a concert in 
Birmingham Symphony Hall in Dec 2018.
Film/cinema visits have also taken place, as have 
visits to museums in Coventry, Birmingham, London 
and elsewhere.
PP and sixth form bursary students are often 
financially supported to attend, as are some other 
students at need.

4000-5000 student places are taken up on visits 
each year. A very wide range of 
cultural activities has been opened up to students, 
with the majority of students attending at least one 
of these. 
As well as the cultural impact on students, there is 
also a social impact of sharing the experience with 
others, including the staff who also attend. Students 
are enabled to see how passionate staff are about 
their chosen subject area in a real life context. 

Geography curriculum: Discussions in both KS3 
and KS4 about allowing migration include learning 
about how this has shaped Birmingham in the past 
and now. 

The students have gained a wider understanding 
of the world and in particular of our place within a 
global community.



Performances in school:
BTEC Music performances, levels 2 and 3
A Level and GCSE Drama performances
KS3 Class performances in Drama
Performances in assemblies
A Musical Spin - public performance at Christmas
Audiences are always highly supportive of other 
students, showing real appreciation for the 
performers and their work.

Students are given a wide variety of opportunities 
to take part in performance in front of an audience, 
showing high regard for their practical expression of 
cultural work. 
The appreciation of the audiences boosts self-
esteem, and ensures all students feel supported by 
the school community.

Reading initiatives: World Book Day, Drop 
Everything and Read. All students and staff are 
involved.

Staff are seen as role models, reading for pleasure. 
Students are able to discuss their own reading with 
staff and other students as equals.

Citizenship and Philosophy curriculum: The KS3, 
4 and 5 Citizenship and Philosophy Curriculum 
focuses on the 6 major world faiths. In KS3, 4 and 
5 the focus is on Christianity and Buddhism, two 
of the most influential sets of beliefs and practices. 
The KS3 Citizenship programme focuses on the 
democratic and parliamentary system and the place 
it plays in Britain.

Students are prepared for their life in a modern, 
diverse society, within a parliamentary democracy.

Art, Photography and Moving Image curriculum: 
Y10-13 students – analysis of art, photographs 
abd films. For example, in order to understand how 
good films are made, students analyse a range of 
film excerpts from cinema industries around the 
world, including many independent films.

Students are introduced to a series of films that 
they would not otherwise encounter. Many follow 
these up in their own time, and understand how 
different social cultures impact on creative cultures.

English curriculum: A big part of GCSE and 
A-Level Literature is to consider cultural and 
social influences, so we teach about the writer 
and their background or set up lessons where 
students conduct research to help learn about 
these influencing factors, for example, the diverse 
set of writers and backgrounds in the GCSE 
poetry anthology, and the political and social 
backdrop against which An Inspector Calls is set, 
and was written. With this latter text, we consider 
how society and politics have changed since the 
Edwardian era and what those changes mean for 
modern Britain. 

At KS5 the cultural spectrum broadens and we 
teach and explore French society and culture in the 
Lang-Lit course, and Afghanistan and American 
culture in Literature.

Understanding of the diverse nature of British 
society and culture, and the role and impact of the 
writing within that. 



Modern Foreign Languages curriculum: Students 
become more culturally aware by learning a 
different language and are given the option of 
studying both French and Spanish in y8. 

We develop their geographical awareness by 
ensuring that students understand that French and 
Spanish are spoken not just in France and Spain 
but elsewhere around the world. We constantly 
celebrate cultural diversity and tolerance.

World Languages Week is celebrated as a key 
event each year - the key day being 26th Sept. 
Assemblies are provided for every year group, 
along with a variety of activities that students look 
forward to taking part in. The key focus in 2018 
was British Sign Language - in 2017 it had been 
Russian. 

We led an educational visit to France in the summer 
term of 2018. KS4 students last year benefited from 
interaction with native speakers to help their spoken 
fluency in preparation or their speaking exams.

This has developed students’ empathy and 
knowledge of other cultures.

They have been enabled to sample other cultures, 
whether it be within the school or by travelling 
abroad. 



Next steps – even better if….
Students to be involved in further developing the Respect agenda, so that they own it and invest in it.
Monitoring to ensure the involvement of all disadvantaged students in at least one school trip and one 
cultural performance each year.
The encouragement of more team work (and a wider sense of ‘team’), so that students are motivated to 
achieve with others.
Build towards the Coventry City of Culture celebrations for 2021.
Strengthen Creativity, Culture and Charity Week provision, especially to include more opportunities for 
sport and sports leadership. 

Glossary of terms
SMSC – Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Development
The Caludon Experience – our response to the LA’s ‘Coventry Experience’ proposal, for all students to 
have an entitlement to ten areas of experience during their school career, such as adventurous or cultural 
activities.
S4L - the new skills for life curriculum, as part of our tutor time offering.


