
CALUDON CASTLE 

YEAR 7 NEWSLETTER 

 

Issue 2 January 2019 

Congratulations to all of our Year 7 students on a first 

successful term at Caludon Castle School! They have made 

an excellent start to secondary school, and we look forward 

to them achieving great things during their time with us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On December 7th, the Year 7 girls’ football team got the 

opportunity to play on the new 3G pitch at the Alan Higgs 

Centre in the Level 2 Coventry School Games tournament. 

Caludon was knocked out in the group stages, narrowly 

missing out on a place in the finals. Despite having one of the 

youngest teams in the tournament, the girls put on a fantastic 

performance, showing real determination and courage. 

A few weeks ago, we staged an 

inter-tutor group football 

tournament after school. All 

tutor groups took part with over 

60 students involved. It was very 

eventful with penalty shoot-out 

defeats leading to tears and 

tantrums! Winners on the night 

were 7.8, who were unbeaten 

throughout the tournament and 

who overcame 7.9 in the final. 

Well done to all the students and 

thank you to the PE staff and 

Year 7  tutors for supporting the 

event. 

Key Dates - Spring Term 

 Y7 Booster Week - Monday 14th January  2019 

 Year 7 Subject Evening - Thursday 4th April 2019 

 Year 7 Graduation Disco - Wednesday 10th April  2019 

 Year 11 Revision Day. School closed for years 7-10 - Friday 12th April 2019 



 

Christmas Lunch Party 
On 14th December, Year 7 were treated to a fantastic 

Christmas Party with Santa and his elves! The Year 7s tucked 

into their Christmas dinners with all the trimmings, whilst still 

leaving a little room for a giant slab of chocolate cake, jelly and 

ice cream! A fantastic magician provided the entertainment, 

with guest appearances from Charlie Proom from Year 7 and 

Joey Farren from Year 8, both singing solos beautifully. We 

finished off with the entire year group singing a memorable 

version of The 12 Days of Christmas, led by the most tuneful 

Mr Holland. 

 

 Student Leadership  

Several Year 7s have joined our successful student leadership programme, with Mr Moffatt 

being impressed by their confidence and enthusiasm. We are lucky to have so many role 

models within the year group who are already making an excellent impression in the wider 

school community. They were extremely creative when they decorated the Year 7 Christmas 

tree, which many of you will have seen when you came to the Christmas Musical Show at the 

end of term. Congratulations, also, to our Year 7 students who participated superbly in the 



 

Condover Hall 
We are excited to be taking Year 7 students on a residential activity course to Condover Hall 

from Friday 12 July to Sunday 14 July.   

 

It is well known that residential courses organised by schools are becoming increasingly 

invaluable as part of the National Curriculum. The government has stated the beneficial effects of 

learning outside the classroom and the impact this has on a child’s progress. Learning outside the 

classroom offers new and exciting challenges: children will learn to work together as a team, 

develop independence, confidence and an ability to recognise strengths and weaknesses in a 

constructive way. The value of giving children the opportunity to try out new activities cannot be 

underestimated.  

 

The activities available include: 

 Abseiling 

 Archery 

 Campfire 

 Canoeing 

 Fencing 

 High ropes course 

 Laser Conquest 



Extra-curricular clubs and activities  
We encourage all of our Year 7 students to join at least one extra-curricular club, as in 

our experience, this helps them to settle into the school and widen their circle of 

friends. Here is a list of all of our clubs on offer: 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Swimming 

Invitation only 
Ian Holding/ 
Ben Venson 
3.15 – 4.15 

Swimming Pool 

Netball 
  

Mrs Harborne 
3.15 – 4.15 

Netball Courts 

Girls Football 

Mr Holland/ 
Mrs Oldham 
/Miss Murray 
3.15 – 4.15 
Astroturf 

Rugby 
  

Mr Moffatt/ 
Mr Waine 

3.15 – 41.5 
Field 

 

 Boys Football 
  

Mr Waine 
3.15 – 4.15 
Astroturf 

Art Club 

Miss Brooks 

3.15 – 4.15 

G3 

Strong 
  

All Years 
Mr Venson/ 
Miss Osgood 
3.20 – 4.10 

Dance Studio 

 

  

  

  

  

Home Learning 
Club 

  
Mrs Chouhan 

/Mrs Davis 
3.10 – 3.40 

F13 

Hockey 
  

Miss Gaggini 
3.15 – 4.15 

Astroturf 

  

  

  Drama Club 
  

Mr Forder /  
Mr Thomas  
3.20 – 4.20 

Drama Studio 
 

 Badminton 
  

Y7 
Mrs Harborne 

3.15 – 4.15 

Sports Hall 

   

  

  

Spectrum 

Mr Brown 

F10 
 

 Dance Club 

Invitation Only 

Miss Lester 

3.20—5.00 

   

  

  

  

Basketball 
Mrs Oldham 
3.15 – 4.15 
Sports Hall 

 

     



 



Latest News

Hello! We hope you all had an excellent 

holiday. On the 10th October, we were 

incredibly impressed with the effort our year 

7 students put into the open evening event. 

Students were involved in showing 

prospective students a range of exciting 

Science demonstrations which were very 

well received. Thank you to those who 

helped!

Home learning

The quality of the home learning from some 

of our students has been outstanding – well 

done! It has been great to see such hard 

work and dedication. 

Please encourage your child to complete as 

much of the booklet as possible. There is a 

clear link between effort in class work, home 

learning and overall progress.

The new home learning booklet has been 

handed out during the first few weeks back 

in January.

Checking Progress

Your child would have undertaken at least two 

progress check tasks since the last newsletter. 

These are not only useful for teachers, but are 

excellent at allowing students to reflect on their 

learning.

Every time your child has an upcoming progress 

check test it will be put on Firefly as home learning, 

so please encourage your child to revise for these 

tests.
Challenge

Many of our year 7 students actively seek out TIF 

(take it further) activities in lessons, which has been 

great to see.

This term, the Science department will be using a 

strategy called "spatial repetition" to challenge our 

students. This involves students being asked 

questions from all aspects of the Science curriculum 

they have studied whilst learning new concepts. The 

aim is to cultivate students who can make clear links 

between different aspects of science and who are 

confident at recalling all their learning. This will allow 

students to access GCSE topics in two years’ time 

more readily!

Twitter

Please encourage your child to look out 

for examples of Science in everyday 

life. Share videos, photos, and news 

articles @Caludonscience

Have you ever wondered…

…how oxygen gets to every cell in your 

body?

…how scientists make reactions happen?

…why we see the world in colour?

The answer to these questions, and many, 

many more will be discovered during this 

term!

Spring Term Topics

The following topics will be covered in 

science lessons between now and 

Easter.

Biology 

• Structure and function of body systems

• Reproduction

Chemistry

• Elements, atoms and compounds

• Reactions

Physics

• Sound

• Light

Competition time!

Encourage your child to tweet their best science joke 

to @Caludonscience

Just to get your “funny bones” going -

I was reading a book on helium. I just couldn't put it 

down!



Checking Progress

Students have two progress checks 
per half term. Students are given the 
skills and knowledge they need to 
complete an extended piece of 
writing in response to a question and 
a knowledge quiz. Students then 
receive detailed and personalised
feedback from their teachers to help 
them identify their strengths and 
areas for development.

Year 7 English

Reading Questions

Why do you think the author chose 
this setting?

What do you think will happen 
next? Why?

What would you say are the 
character’s strengths and 

weaknesses?

Which new words have you come 
across? Can you use them in a 

sentence?

Home Learning
Regular, wide and challenging reading is the key to
success in English. Students have been given a library
card and have fortnightly Accelerated Reader lessons in
the library, where they have access to the wealth of
books available. Students have also been given a reading
log booklet to record what they read. For home learning,
Year 7 students need to read for a minimum of 10
minutes per day and have their booklet signed by their
parent or guardian. Once per half term, students must
attempt one of the reading challenges listed in their
reading log booklet. You may find the questions in the
green box helpful for generating conversations around
reading. Occasionally, teachers may set bespoke home
learning in place of reading.

Spring Term: Tragedy and Poetry

We hope that your child enjoyed the first term at Caludon Castle. We have been very 
impressed with the hard work they have shown in English lessons and the progress they have 
made with their vocabulary, understanding and analysis. We will continue to build on these 
skills in the Spring term.

Upcoming events
World Book Day will take place on Thursday 7th March. Year 7 students will be invited to dress 
up as a character from a favourite book. The day will be full of discussion about books and is a 
fantastic opportunity to share a love of reading across the whole school.

English Faculty
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