
Year 9 Autumn Term 2018 Newsletter 
 
Dear Parent/Carer  
 
We were very pleased to welcome Year 9 back for the start of the new school 
year. We are pleased to say that they have settled in well, and we look forward 
to a good year for all. 
 
Team 9 
The leadership of the year team remains as it was last term, but there have been a couple of 
changes within the tutor team. We also have the direct support, as before, of two Student 
Support Mentors, Ms Gould and Ms Murray. 

Mrs Edwards           Ms Hutchinson                  Miss Graham            Miss Miller 
 

9.1  Ms Fell 
9.2  Miss Ordu 
9.3  Dr Millett 
9.4  Mrs Fletcher (formerly Miss Brown) 
9.5  Ms Gaffer 

9.6  Mrs Vincent and Mr Myers 
9.7  Mr Brown 
9.8  Miss Crickmore 
9.9  Ms Reddington

 
Coming up this year for Y9 
We have highlighted the events to which parents and carers are invited, and hope to see you at the 
events relevant to your child. 
 
Tuesday 18 September  Y9 Information Evening (5.30– 6.30pm) 
Thursday 18 October Teacher Day – students not in school 
Friday 19 October  Teacher Day – students not in school 
Saturday 20 October - Sunday 28 October       Half-term holiday 
 
Wednesday 28 November  Y9 Subject Evening (3.15–7.15pm) 
Monday 3 December onwards  Y9 Booster Week 
Tuesday 10 December  KS3 Higher Attainers Evening (5pm – 6pm) 
Saturday 22 December – Sunday 6 January     Christmas holiday 
 
Thursday 14 February Year 9 Options Evening (5pm–6pm) 
Saturday 16 February – Sunday 24 February     Half-term holiday 
 
Friday 8 & 15 March  Vaccinations 
Wednesday 13 March onwards Y9 Trenches trip 
Monday 18 March onwards Y9 Booster Week 
Friday 12 April KS3 students not in school 
Saturday 13 April – Sunday 28 April  Easter holiday 
Monday 6 May Bank Holiday – students not in school 
Monday 13 May onwards Y9 tests 
Saturday 25 May – Sunday 2 June  Half-term holiday 



 
Friday 14 June HPV vaccinations (girls only) 
Monday 24 June onwards  Y9 Booster Week 
Friday 28 June  Teacher Day – students not in school 
Tuesday 16 July  9.1, 9.2, 9.3 Graduation ceremony (5pm–6pm) 
Wednesday 17 July 9.4, 9.5, 9.6 Graduation ceremony (5pm–6pm) 
Thursday 18 July 9.7, 9.8, 9.9 Graduation ceremony (5pm–6pm) 
Saturday 20 July onwards Summer holiday 
 
Skills 4 Life 
There has been an addition to the tutor programme this year, with ‘Skills 4 Life’ being added. This 
replaces the previous Caludon Experience Awards programme. Students will be taught about the 
following skills and then will have to put them into practice: leadership, organisation, resilience, 
initiative, communication, and creativity and culture. This will involve students having to take the 
initiative for events and learning beyond the classroom. We hope your son or daughter will tell you 
more about this as the year goes on. 
 
Options 
As you will recall, your child made some decisions in the Spring about what they wanted to study in 
Y9, giving them the opportunity to spend more time on the subjects they enjoy. This year they will 
be making even more important decisions about what they want to study for their GCSEs and other 
Level 2 qualifications. You can find out more about this at our Options Evening on Thursday 14 
February. As with last year’s choices, we will help to guide you and your child as you consider their 
future pathways. 
 
Graduation 
Year 9 is a very important year, marking the end of Key Stage 3. This is the last year for students 
and their teachers to work without the pressures of their forthcoming national exams and 
coursework (now called Non-Exam Assessment or NEA). It is also a year for ensuring that students 
have all the basics required before they embark on their qualification courses – both in terms of the 
learning itself, and of developing good learning habits.  
 
We mark the importance of this year with a graduation ceremony in a marquee at the end of the 
year. Y9 graduates will receive a certificate of graduation and a KS4 tie, and will be ready to take 
themselves into the next phase of their learning.  
 
The good learning habits we will be celebrating include: 
 Good attendance 
 Good punctuality 
 Positive behaviour 
 Good attitude to learning 
 Good progress 
 
As in previous years, we will keep you informed as to your child’s progress towards this graduation 
throughout the year. The vast majority of students in this year group attended the graduation event 
at the end of last term. We sincerely hope to see all of Y9 and yourselves at the graduation 
ceremonies at the end of this coming year. 
 
We wish everyone a successful year, and look forward to seeing you and talking to you in the 
months ahead. 
 


