
 

 

10 September 2018 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 

Re: A-level Sociology course 

Your son/daughter has enrolled onto the A Level Sociology course this year. I would like to take this 
opportunity to congratulate your son/daughter on achieving the GCSE results to secure themselves a place 
onto this course. 

Due to changes in the way that A-levels are now being assessed, we have decided that it will be better for 
your son/daughter to be enrolled and study the A-level Sociology course from the start rather than the AS 
course in Year 12 and A Level in Year 13. This would mean that the A-level course will be completed over 
the next two years. As a result of this decision, your son/daughter will not be automatically entered into the 
AS exam. Students previously would have revised and sat the AS exams in Year 12 and then they would 
have been re-examined on this content in Year 13. The AS exam results do not count towards their final A 
Level grade. This means that, for most students, they are sitting 2 exams in Year 12 that are not contributing 
towards their actual A-level grade and we believe that this revision time both in class and out would be more 
useful if it was focused on the A Level content and exam questions. The A Level style questions are very 
challenging and the techniques students require to answer these effectively can be focused on right from 
the start by both staff and students. This decision has therefore been made to enable students to maximize 
their potential and achieve their absolute best in the A level assessment.  

In place of the AS exams, your son/daughter will sit an end of year assessment at the end of Year 12 in 
which they will need to secure a grade D in order to continue into the second year of the course. This is the 
same expectation that they would face if they were doing AS and A-level courses. This is in place as we do 
not want students to continue into a second year if they are unlikely to succeed at the end. There is strong 
evidence to suggest that those who are unable to achieve at least a D in Year 12 will indeed struggle to 
access the more challenging assessment at Year 13 in order to achieve a pass. 

If, however, your son/daughter would like to be entered into the AS exam then they can still be entered and 
revision materials will be provided for them. We will automatically enter some students if we have concerns 
that they may not cope with the full A-level in Year 13. This will give them the opportunity to at least gain an 
AS qualification at the end of their first year if they are likely to not continue into the second, we will notify 
you if this is the case. The AS and the A-level course are co-teachable which means that the lessons that 
they attend at school cover the content needed for both courses so would not be disadvantaged in any way. 

I will be holding an information evening on this for you to attend if you wish to ask questions or have further 
clarity on this matter. This will be on Tuesday 18 September at 4pm. 

If you have any questions in the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Yours faithfully 
 
J.Sutheran 

 
Mrs J Sutheran 
Faculty Leader of Social Studies  


