
 

 

 

 

Exam Revision and Tips  

 

Preparing for Exams 

 Pull the whole course together (get a syllabus and do not compartmentalise 

information).  

 Start revising early enough (i.e. months before the exam). 

 Have a revision timetable.  

 Change revision topics regularly to avoid boredom (but ensure thorough 

revision of all areas). 

 Make sure you revise thoroughly the areas you find most difficult. 

 Revise actively by summarising notes onto cards or into diagrams; (don’t 

stare blankly at your notes or copy out repetitively).  

 Revise in approximately 45 minute sessions (…your attention span).  

 Practise past questions and papers. Ask teachers for them. 

 Try to think up likely exam questions for yourself (but beware of question 

spotting).  

 Talk about the material you are revising (bore parents, friends and relatives) 

and ask your teachers to go over a section again if you are unsure of a topic. 

 

………………………… 

As Exam Day Approaches  

 Revise during the day so that your mind is used to working in examination 

hours. You must be at your most alert at 9am not 11.30pm! 

 If anxiety sets in talk to parents/tutors. (Breathing exercises, meditation). 

 Check examination arrangements (twice) – Time, place, etc.  

 

………………………… 

On the day 

 Arrive in good time.   

 Don’t let other candidates disturb you. Remain aloof if you need to.  

 Make sure you have the necessary equipment for the exam (black pen, 

pencils, calculator and books). 

………………………… 

In the Exam Itself  

 Keep calm at all times. 

 Read the instructions on the front page.  

 Read the questions.  



 

 

 Read the instructions (again) and find the questions you have prepared for. 

 

 

 

 

As you tackle a question 

 Examine the wording carefully.  

 Very quickly list some relevant points from the course.  

 Move back and forth between the question and your list as you sketch an 

outline plan for your answer. 

 Take the time to plan your answer before you start writing. Everything you 

write should be relevant to the specific question asked.  

 Draw up a time plan for the exam and STICK to it. First impressions count. 

Good introductions/early answers will impress the examiner and put him/her 

into a charitable mood. Write legibly and in a clear style using relevant 

terminology.  

 Express complex ideas in short sentences.  

 Structure essays as you have been guided to throughout the course. Different 

subjects may require slightly different structures. However most will require a 

brief introduction addressing the question, several paragraphs in a logical 

structure and conclusion, making reference frequently to the demands of the 

question throughout. 

 Do the question you feel most confident with second (you have warmed up 

but are still on good form). 

 

………………………… 

 

If you're running out of time 
 

 Suppose you've got time left to do one question, but two questions left to 

do.  Which one do you choose?  The way to maximise your marks is to do the 

first half of both of them.  You gain marks faster at the start of a question than 

at the end. 

 

 If you don't have time to write sentences, but you do know what to do, then 

just write bullet points.  If you don't have time to do the calculations, write and 

explain what calculations you would do.  You can get marks for method in 

some exams. 

 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 


