
 
 

 
 

1 

Home Learning Policy 2017-18 
Rationale: 
Home Learning (HL) encompasses all learning that takes place outside the taught classroom 
environment and plays a key role in developing our students as independent, well organised, reflective 
learners, providing skills that will equip them for the future. We also want HL to be an enjoyable 
experience, using a broad range of technologies and media, including the internet, social media, 
photography, television and radio, as well as books and magazines. 
 

Home Learning should: 
 Always include the intended learning.  (For every HL there is corresponding IL.) 

 Promote a love of learning and discovery for its own sake 

 Allow students to foster curiosity about learning 

 Enable students to embed, enrich, extend and complement the school curriculum 

 Promote independent learning skills 

 Enable parents to play an active role in their child’s learning 

 Give opportunities for students to show and extend their individuality and creativity 

 Develop a student’s ability to reflect on their own learning and progress 

 Allow students to develop the skills needed for their futures such as prioritising, self-discipline, 
enquiry and research 

 

Home Learning can include: 
 Reflective tasks such as highlighting new learning from a lesson, or summarising key learning points 

from a lesson 

 Research tasks such as finding out information for completing specific projects, or preparing 
background information for upcoming topics 

 Extended writing such as essay writing, giving opinions about topics covered during lessons 

 Presentation tasks such as preparing speeches for speaking and listening assessments, or 
producing blogs or website pages 

 Memorising tasks such as language vocabulary or formulae 

 Background reading tasks, such as poetry, to develop a student’s breadth of knowledge 

 Exam style questions to improve a student’s exam technique 

 Written tasks such as writing a glossary of newly learnt terminology 

 Feedback tasks such as teaching parents and carers about what they have learnt throughout the 
day 

 New approaches to HL, such as Flipped Learning: 
o Flipped Learning switches around the traditional order of teaching with the purpose of 

creating a more in depth and supportive environment in the classroom when the teacher is 
present and able to help students. It allows for students to receive a more individualised 
education where my actual face-to-face time with them is being used effectively. 

o In a flipped learning scenario a typical week might look like this: Homework: In a maths 
classroom, the new learning is taken out of the classroom and presented to the students 
through media content. For homework, students will view a video on the new content to 
probe their thinking and spark interest, practice examples, summarize, and question what 
they don’t understand. 

o Classwork: Then in class the next day, in place of the new learning, students spend a 
specified amount of time responding to each other’s summaries and questions. The 
remainder of class time is spent in differentiated small groups to deepen understanding of 
content by providing further review by using hands-on activities, or slowing down the lesson 
to meet the needs of struggling students through intervention. In this way the teacher is am 
able to make the best use of my face-to-face time with students. 
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We expect our students to: 
 Complete HL to the best of their ability within the deadlines set 

 Be creative, and challenge themselves, when completing HL 

 Be proactive, and seek support, if they find the HL challenging 
 

We expect our staff to: 
 Set HL via the VLE that is accessible for all and sufficiently differentiated to allow each student to 

stretch and challenge themselves 

 Set HL that is relevant to and maximises each student’s learning  

 Set HL in line with the school’s HL timetable 

 Provide feedback on HL tasks completed by the students, which indicates how further progress can 
be made 

 Provide effective support and guidance to students to enable them to complete HL to the best of 
their ability 

 
 

We expect our parents to: 
 Provide an environment where their child can complete HL and to play an active role in their child’s 

HL by encouraging and supporting them 

 Contact the appropriate member of staff if there are any concerns over HL 
 

Developing learning skills: 
For students to develop their learning skills, we expect them to do the following each week (particularly 
if no subject specific learning has been set): 

 Read: a book   a section(s) of newspaper(s) 

a magazine  websites 

 Watch/listen to the news, relevant podcasts 

 Attempt a puzzle – Sudoku, crossword, brain teaser etc 

 Learn subject vocabulary and spelling 

 Look back over previous classwork 

 Improve their personal organisation e.g. making sure that they have all the ingredients for a food 
technology practical or that they complete an assignment by the dead-line set 
 

See the appendices for subject specific learning activities. 

 

 

Time guidelines 
 7 8 9 10 11 12 & 13 
English 20 30 30 45 45 N/A 

Mathematics 20 30 30 45 45 N/A 

Science 20 30 30 45 45 N/A 

Languages 10 10 10 N/A N/A N/A 

Art (set fortnightly) 20 30 30 N/A N/A N/A 

KS3 Projects 45 45 45 N/A N/A N/A 

KS4 Option 1 N/A N/A N/A 45 45 N/A 

KS4 Option 2 N/A N/A N/A 45 45 N/A 

KS4 Option 3 N/A N/A N/A 45 45 N/A 

KS4 Option 4 N/A N/A N/A 45 45 N/A 

KS5 All Subjects N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 5 hours per subject 
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KS3/KS4/KS5 
 Home Learning can comprise reading, planning, preparation, revision, consolidation of learning, 

research, a progress check, text books, assignments, essays etc 

 All home learning will be checked for completion 

 The faculty will manage failure to complete home learning in the first instance 

 Persistent failure in KS3 and KS4 to complete home learning will result in: 

A) a lunchtime home learning DT with the subject teacher or subject leader 
B) an isolation with Senior Staff 

 Persistent failure in KS5 to complete home learning will result in: 
A) Contact home – phone call/email 
B) Get parents in 
C) Lose free study periods 

 
Home Learning Timetable 2015-16 
 
Year 7 
Weekly  Half-term Mini-projects 

 English  Autumn 1 History 

Maths  Autumn 2 Sport & Leisure / Languages 

Science  Spring 1 Geography 

Languages 10 minutes/lesson  Spring 2 History / Technology 

Visual Arts (booklet/on-going)  Summer 1 Performing Arts 

  Summer 2 ICT / Geography 

 

Year 8 
Weekly  Half-term Mini-projects 

 English  Autumn 1 Languages / Geography 

Maths  Autumn 2 History / Technology 

Science  Spring 1 Performing Arts / ICT 

Languages 10 minutes/lesson  Spring 2 Geography 

Visual Arts (booklet/on-going)  Summer 1 History 

  Summer 2 Sport & Leisure  

 

Year 9 
Weekly  Half-term Mini-projects 

 English   Autumn 1 Technology 

Science   Autumn 2 Geography 

Maths   Spring 1 History 

ICT   Spring 2 Languages 

Citizenship   Summer 1 Geography / Sport & Leisure 

Languages   Summer 2 History / Performing Arts 

Visual Arts (booklet/on-going)    
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Year 10 (weekly) 
English Option A (as appropriate) 

Maths Option B (as appropriate) 

Science Option C (as appropriate) 

 Option D (as appropriate) 

 
Year 11 (weekly) 
English Option A (as appropriate) 

Maths Option B (as appropriate) 

Science Option C (as appropriate) 

 Option D (as appropriate) 

 Option E (as appropriate) 
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Key Stage 3 appendix 
English 

 Revise spellings – especially the difficult ones 

 Read independently for at least half an hour 

 Finish class work set by teacher 

 Read a different book by an author you enjoy 

 Create a presentation about a hobby and show your teacher 

 Watch out for adverts/posters/notices around your area & record any puns (play on words), 
alliteration or rhymes 

 Re-draft or edit classwork to improve it 

 Beat your parents at Scrabble or Boggle 

 Send a letter to a friend or family member 

 Research more about a topic learned at school 

 Learn one new word every day 

 Write a blog 

 Listen to people talking - spot who is in control of the conversation and who then takes over? 

 Do crosswords or letter puzzles  

 Tell your parents about your learning today 

 Make a website to encourage others to read  your favourite books 

 Pick up advice leaflets from the doctors, dentist or pharmacy and look at how they are presented 

 Make flash cards of key English words and test them out with parents 

 Write a poem about your day or a topic you have studied 

 Ask your parents about the book they are reading 

 Storyboard the novel you are reading 

 Watch the news and talk about it with your family 
       
Maths 

 Speak to a relative/friend of the family about how they use Maths in their job/life. Write the key 
points to feedback to your class. See the display by S29 as an example/inspiration. 

 Watch the news to see what aspects of maths are used in everyday life/current affairs. For example 
‘percentage rises in prices of……’ 

 Do the same as above but with any TV show. For example ‘A cookery show to see what sort of 
weights and measures are used’. 

 Make a note of what maths is around you every day. For example ‘symmetry patterns on car hub 
caps’ 

 Use the VLE to watch a MathsWatch clip and complete the worksheet. 

 Do My Maths tutorial on the topic you are currently studying in lessons and complete the online HL. 

 Analyse your phone usage (minutes, data, texts etc) over the last month and compare contracts to 
see if you are on the best plan. 

 Redesign your bedroom using scale drawings and cost up your new furniture. What is the 
cheapest/most expensive way you can decorate? 

 Complete a Sudoku/brain training activity to develop your logic and problem solving skills.  
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Science 

 Speak to a relative or friend of the family about how they use science in their job.  Write a job/career 
profile and feedback to your class. 

 Watch the news to see what aspects of science are used in everyday life and current affairs.  Keep 
a tally or list of science articles in the local and national news ready to share with your class. 

 Read a scientific magazine. 

 Look for aspects of science in your favourite book, magazine or programme. 

 Finish classwork set by your teacher and highlight any areas that you need more help with so you 
are ready to ask your science teacher in class. 

 Revise the keywords for the science topic you are currently studying. 

 Talk to your parents and tell them about what you have been learning in science today. 

 At breakfast, read the nutritional information on the side of the cereal packet.  Make a note of the 
different nutrients that you need and the recommended daily amounts. 

 Look at the stats from football matches to see how far players have run in a game. 

 Make a note of what science is around you every day.  For example, the technology that makes 
your mobile phone work. 

 Research a famous scientist and create a presentation to show to your class.  Examples of 
scientists include Stephen Hawking, James Watson, Marie Curie and Rosalind Franklin 

 Visit the science pages on the VLE 
http://cloud.caludoncastle.co.uk/curriculum/Science/ks3/SitePages/Home.aspx 

 Visit useful websites http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/  
 

CASS Years 7 and 8  

 Foundation:  Watch the news/ read a newspaper three times per week 

 Additional: Research tasks (not full projects) from each module throughout the year 
 

Citizenship Year 9  

 Foundation: Watch the news/ read a newspaper three times per week 

 Additional: Coursework for GCSE Citizenship.  Due in at the end of February 

Design and Technology 

Year 7 
 Students will design and make a mosaic product with a function to promote creativity and 

innovation.  This project is differentiated for the students based on their aspirational targets. 
Year 8 
 Students will create solutions to a series of problems presented in the form of a survival project. This 

project focuses on problem solving and creativity within the constraints of an unfamiliar environment 
that will need to be thoroughly researched.   The project is clearly differentiated through learning 
activity and opportunities to take it further.   

Year 9 
 Students will carry out research into the world of opportunity opened up by studying design and 

technology based subjects.  They will find out about careers that lead from the various subject 
areas.  They will conduct research using a range of sources. The mode of presentation selected 
allows students of all abilities to take their learning further and achieve their aspirational targets.  

 
Drama 

 Completing performance evaluations based on classwork and final summative performances – once 
per half term 

 Learning lines from given scripts 

 Researching current topic/theme 

http://cloud.caludoncastle.co.uk/curriculum/Science/ks3/SitePages/Home.aspx
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/
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Geography 

 The Met Office website which has information on weather (Y7) 
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/ 

 Interactive information and games on coral reefs (Y8/9) 
http://www.ausarabexplore.info/interactives/coral/coral.html 

 Bruce Parry adventures 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/tribe/bruce/index.shtml      or      http://www.bbc.co.uk/amazon/ 

 National Geographic website with stories, games and many pictures 
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/ 

 Quizzes and games based around maps 
http://mapzone.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/ 

 
History 

 Outside of these tasks students are encouraged to read historical fiction, newspapers, magazines 
and websites.  They can also look out for History stories in the news e.g. the discovery of Richard III 
 

 Useful Websites; http://www.bbc.co.uk/education,  

 https://www.history.org.uk/student,   

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/websites/11_16/site/history.shtml 

 http://www.historytoday.com/ 
 

Computing 

Year 7 

       Students will create a project to develop the skills they have learnt throughout the year and focus 

them into a project based on a topic of their choosing.  This project is differentiated for the 

students based on their aspirational targets. 

Year 8 

       Students will create a project to complement the skills and theory they have learnt throughout 

the year and focus them into a project that the students create from scratch with some initial 

guidance.  This project is differentiated for the students based on their aspirational targets 

Year 9 

       HL should involve students practising key skills they have identified as needing improvement 

with relation to the content of their course in their Year 9 Computing lessons.  This will build 

towards the assessments they have in this subject and will enable them to better understand the 

subject options available to them in Year 10. 

  
Languages 

 KS3 students all have vocab books, from which they should be learning words on a weekly basis  
 Useful websites for extra vocab learning and practice are: 

 

 Espagnol extra 

 Francais extra 

 La Vidal loca 

 BBC website 

 Linguascope 

 Word reference.com 

 Language skills 

 Zut

 

  

http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/
http://www.ausarabexplore.info/interactives/coral/coral.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/tribe/bruce/index.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/amazon/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/
http://mapzone.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education
https://www.history.org.uk/student
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/websites/11_16/site/history.shtml
http://www.historytoday.com/
http://www.historytoday.com/
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Music 

In addition to their Performing Arts project, students are expected to: 

 Practise specific elements of their performance as directed by their teacher from assessment 
feedback. If unable to rehearse at home all students can use the music facilities at break, lunch 
or after school to practise. 

 

Key Stage 4 appendix 
 
English 

 Reading a broadsheet newspaper or the news from an APP on your phone every week - selection is 
available in school library every day. 

 Creating an article scrapbook to log different text types in preparation for the reading part of the 
English exam 

 Complete English exams when they are set 

 Revising the written skills of English using the ‘Literacy Skills’ resource on the VLE and through 
teacher consultation using a variety of textbooks. 

 Using the BBC’s ‘Bitesize’ revision resource (www.bbc.co.uk/ bitesize) and revision lectures on the 
website ‘YouTube.’  

 Conduct research on the set texts. 

 Read a variety of non-fiction texts. 

 Read a novel or poetry. 

 Complete some descriptive/narrative writing based on different stimuli. 
 

Maths 

 Speak to a relative/friend of the family about how they use Maths in their job/life. Write the key 
points to feedback to your class. See the display by S29 as an example/inspiration. 

 Watch the news to see what aspects of maths are used in everyday life/current affairs. For example 
‘percentage rise in prices of……’ 

 Do the same as above but with any TV show. For example ‘A cookery show to see what sort of 
weights and measures are used’. 

 Make a note of the maths around you every day. For example ‘symmetry patterns on car hub caps’ 

 Use the VLE to watch a MathsWatch clip and complete the worksheet. 

 Do MyMaths tutorial on the topic you are currently studying in lessons and complete the online HL. 

 For Year 10/11 students look at sixth form/college/job applications to see what level of maths 
qualification you require to make your next steps. 

 Analyse your phone usage (minutes, data, texts etc) over the last month and compare contracts to 
see if you are on the best plan. 

 Redesign your bedroom using scale drawings and cost up your new furniture. What is the 
cheapest/most expensive way you can decorate? 

 Complete a Sudoku/brain training activity to develop your logic and problem solving skills.  

 Reattempt any questions that needed correcting from HL or PC to ensure you have developed your 
understanding. 

 
Science 

 Speak to a relative or friend of the family about how they use science in their job.  Write a job/career 
profile and feedback to your class. 

 Watch the news to see what aspects of science are used in everyday life and current affairs.  Keep 
a tally or list of science articles in the local and national news ready to share with your class. 

 Read a scientific magazine. 

 Watch a scientific documentary, such as Bang Goes the Theory. 

 Look for aspects of science in your favourite book, magazine or programme. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/
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 Finish classwork set by your teacher and highlight any areas that you need more help with so you 
are ready to ask your science teacher in class. 

 Revise the keywords for the science topic you are currently studying. 

 Talk to your parents and tell them about what you have been learning in science today. 

 For Year 10/11 students look at sixth form/college/job applications to see what level of science 
qualification you require for your next steps. 

 
 

 At breakfast, read the nutritional information on the side of the cereal packet.  Make a note of the 
different nutrients that you need and the recommended daily amounts. 

 Look at the stats from football matches to see how far players have run in a game. 

 Make a note of what science is around you every day.  For example, the technology that makes 
your mobile phone work. 

 Research a famous scientist and create a presentation to show to your class.  Examples of 
scientists include, Stephen Hawking, James Watson, Marie Curie and Rosalind Franklin 

 Visit the science pages on the VLE 
http://cloud.caludoncastle.co.uk/curriculum/Science/aqagcsescience/default.aspx 

 Visit useful websites http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/  
 
Art 

 Refer to ‘post-it’ improvement sheet at back of sketchbook for specific targets 

 Researching artists/designers related to specific project 

 Reflectively recording (taking photos/collecting images) relating to current project 

 Visiting gallery (virtual/physical and space) and writing/recording findings/experience 

 Practising drawing techniques from primary sources 

 Taking a style of an artist and trying to experiment with their techniques 

 Experimenting with different materials, to create examples of what you can do with these materials 

 Developing a ‘potential plan’ of a final idea with annotations 

 Annotating sketchbook to explain their practical work 
 

Business 

      Home learning in Year 10 will include coursework preparation and research tasks as well as the 

completion of coursework. 

      In Year 11 students will continue to receive coursework based home learning as well as a variety 

of tasks, including revision, to prepare for the externally set exam.   

      In addition, students should keep up to date with current affairs, Business, Economics and 

Politics news through the use of good newspapers, news programmes & relevant websites  

 

Computer Science (GCSE) 

 HL should involve students revising key topics from their theory lessons in preparation for their end 
of chapter tests.  This will ensure that key concepts are embedded and enable the students to 
achieve their target grades. 

 
Design and Technology  

 Refer to progress checks for specific targets. 

 Use afterschool coursework club to complete design work 

 Use afterschool coursework club to practise new skills and techniques.  

 Use YouTube to learn new techniques to enhance products. 

 Use GCSE Bitesize design and technology to learn and revise materials. 

https://mail2/owa/redir.aspx?C=555a890e78d84414bdeb213fb7944336&URL=http%3a%2f%2fcloud.caludoncastle.co.uk%2fcurriculum%2fScience%2faqagcsescience%2fdefault.aspx
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/
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 Use AQA website to access past papers and review the mark schemes.  

 

Drama 

 Researching the current topic/theme and researching or experimenting with new techniques 

 Annotating the script to explain their practical performance ideas 

 Creating character building assessment sheets 

 Learning lines for assessment 

 Completing performance evaluations 

 Thorough and detailed note taking will form an integral part of the written coursework task, which is 
to record an analytical and evaluative response to the practical exploration.  

 
Geography 

 Revision websites for GCSE Geography 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/ http://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/geography 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/tribe/bruce/index.shtml  http://www.bbc.co.uk/amazon/ 

 National Geographic website with stories, games and many pictures 
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/ 

 Quizzes and games based around maps 
http://mapzone.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/ 

 
History 

 Students are encouraged to read historical fiction, newspapers, magazines and websites.   
 

 They should also look out for History stories in the news and complete research tasks using the 
library to pre-prepare for a topic coming up in class. 
 

 Useful and revision websites; http://www.bbc.co.uk/education,  

 https://www.history.org.uk/student,   

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/websites/11_16/site/history.shtml 

 http://www.historytoday.com/ 
 
Hospitality and catering 

 Refer to progress checks for specific targets. 

 Practise food skills learnt in class at home. 

 Use YouTube to learn new techniques to enhance products. 

 Use GCSE Bitesize food technology to learn and revise nutrition. 

 Use your revision activity book to revise all topics covered in class. 

 Use WJEC website to access past papers and review the mark schemes.  

 

ICT (GCSE) 

 HL should involve students revising key topics from their theory lessons in preparation for their end 
of chapter tests.  This will ensure that key concepts are embedded and enable the students to 
achieve their target grades. 

 
Music 

 Students regular HL is to practise their own instrument regularly following the department’s 
guidelines on what makes effective practise.  

 Students without their own instruments are encouraged to get their own or loan one from school.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/geography
http://www.bbc.co.uk/tribe/bruce/index.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/amazon/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/
http://mapzone.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education
https://www.history.org.uk/student
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/websites/11_16/site/history.shtml
http://www.historytoday.com/
http://www.historytoday.com/
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 Students in ensembles should organise regular rehearsal times in our purpose built facilities. Rooms 
can be booked out from the music office.  

 
 
Media 

June Y9 until October Y10 (Assessment 1) 
 Gather print adverts for clothing, after-shave/perfume and food. 

 Research and create a profile for an advertising design company (and 2 of their recent campaigns) 
A photographer working in advertising 
A graphic designer working in advertising 

 
November Year 10 until February Year 10 (Assessment 2) 
 Gather posters for different films in one genre. 

 Navigate around a website for one film, taking note of everything it contains. 

 Watch film trailers, taking notes including the number of shots and the use of graphics. 

 Research and create a profile of one film: 
production company 
producer 

director 
director of photography/cinematography 

 
March Y10 until November Y11 (Assessment 3) 
 Gather front covers and double page spreads within one magazine genre. 

 Research and create a profile for: 
A magazine/fashion editor 
A magazine publishing company 

A magazine journalist 
A sports journalist 

 Students must take their own photographs of over 50’s outside school 
 
 
 
Languages 

 Useful websites for extra vocab learning and practice are:

Espagnol extra 

Francais extra 

La Vidal loca 

BBC website 

Linguascope 

Word reference.com 

Language skills 

Zut 

 
Philosophy, Sociology and Health and Social care Years 10 and 11 

 Foundation: Watch the news/ read a newspaper three times per week 

 Additional: Coursework for Health and Social Care.  Past exam questions for Philosophy and 
Sociology. 
 

Physical Education 

GCSE PE 
 Watch a variety of different sports each week and try to apply theoretical knowledge to aspects you 

observe e.g. which muscles did the athlete use to perform the skill?  

 For your four chosen sports, regularly participate and practise key skills to improve overall 

performance. 

 Discuss sport with members of your family or friends and find out their reasons for taking part in 

sport/physical activity. If they do not take part, what are their reasons?  

 In your local area, what opportunities are there to participate in sport/physical activity? Look at local 

leisure centres, what do they offer to different ages, men, women, children? 

 Ensure you can name and locate all of the major bones and muscles in the body.  
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 Coursework related - Identify your role model in sport, watch them perform over 6 

matches/competitions and highlight their strengths. What aspects of their performance could they 

improve on? Can you think of practices that may help them develop their areas that need 

improving? 

 Coursework related – write down the food and drink you have during one week along with the 

amount of physical activity you perform during the week. Look at the characteristics of a balanced, 

healthy lifestyle. Do you eat a balanced diet? Do you participate in physical activity of moderate 

intensity for one hour a day? (Current government recommendation). 


